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or violation of the holy covenants and
obligations which we assume.

Now, I wish to say that I realize that
there are some in our midst—whether
they are in your midst in this Stake of
Zion or not, I am not prepared to say
with any certainty, for I can only judge of
the condition and feeling of the people as
I am informed from time to time—I say,
there are some whom Satan would stir to
disobedience and try to make an impres-
sion upon their minds that the system of
plural marriage, and those things that
pertain to the sealing of men and women
for time and for eternity, and the revela-
tion which has been read in our hearing,
given through the Prophet Joseph per-
taining to this subject—that it was the
work of man and not the work of God. We
have recently had published in some of
the Utah papers some letters on this sub-
ject, and one from Joseph Smith, the el-
dest son of the Prophet, in which a great
deal of sophistry is made use of, special
pleading, such as the lawyer that he is,
seems only capable of using. And the
object of this special pleading and the
sophistry is to try to leave an impres-
sion upon the ignorant, those who know
no better, that plural marriage was not
introduced and sanctioned and practiced
by his father, but that it has been an
innovation of man, and does not belong
to the system of religion which he be-
lieved and practiced and taught the peo-
ple. And there are some among us who
would fain take this view of the subject;
not that there are many who believe it,
but there are some who would like to be-
lieve it. And so there are in the world
many people who fear that "Mormonism"
as a whole is true and of God; they are
very much afraid that it is, but they

hope that it is not. They do not want
to receive it; they do not want to live it,
but they are afraid it is true, and mul-
titudes of people have been convinced of
its truth, but have not the honesty to ac-
knowledge it; and many who would ac-
knowledge it for a little season, would
afterwards, because of the love of the
world, fall away, and thus condemnation
has fallen upon the world because they
will not obey the truth when they hear
it. And so it is with some among the
Latter-day Saints. They are pretty well
satisfied that this doctrine of plural mar-
riage is true, and that it was revealed
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, but
they would like an excuse for disavowing
and rejecting it. And why so? Mainly be-
cause their minds are closed up and have
not been able to comprehend the princi-
ples that are embraced in this doctrine
and connected with it. Their minds are
contracted and limited. They think more
of this present life than they do of the fu-
ture. They want to lay up riches; they
want to gather personal comforts around
them; they want to gratify the pride of
life and the lusts of the flesh. They do
not understand that which is for their
real good, their real happiness. But I tes-
tify that there is more real happiness in
serving God and abiding in His law, and
submitting to all its conditions and re-
quirements than there can be in taking
an opposite course. This is the testimony
of all who receive and abide in the truth,
and there is abundant evidence in their
lives and conduct to prove that they,
in receiving the truth, enjoy more com-
fort and happiness than those who re-
ject it. And touching our plural families,
I will say that, with all the weaknesses
that are common to frail humanity, and
that manifest themselves in our midst—


