JOSEPH SMITH ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT.

tion. Brother Cannon speaks of Pres-
ident Young and President Taylor, and
other good men, our leaders, being led,
as it were, by a hair in obedience to the
Priesthood, which implies simply obedi-
ence to truth and to correct doctrine, and
to righteousness. This is the explana-
tion the Prophet Joseph Smith gave to
a certain lawyer in his time who came
to see him and his people and expressed
astonishment and surprise at the ease
with which he controlled the people, and
said it was something that was not to
be found among the learned men of the
world. Said he: "We cannot do it. What
is the secret of your success?" "Why," said
the Prophet, "I do not govern the peo-
ple. I teach them correct principles and
they govern themselves." I have been
young, now I am getting old and expect
to pass away soon, as well as all those
who have been for many years before
the people serving the Lord, and labor-
ing to promote the welfare of the people;
but from my youth up I have observed
the dealings of God with the Latter-day
Saints. I am pretty well acquainted with
them. They are pretty well acquainted
with their leaders. They are pretty well
acquainted with the voice of truth, and
they know it when they hear it as a
rule—that is, all those who are humble
and prayerful and who love the truth
and the voice of the good Shepherd, they
know it when they hear it, and when
principles are taught that are good, that
come from God, they comprehend them
and receive them. But as Paul said
in one of his epistles to the ancient
Saints: "There is a law in our members,
warring against the law of the spirit,
and bringing our bodies into bondage to
the law of sin and death." That is, the
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lusts and desires of the flesh and the
pride of life which we have to war
against. And this warfare commences
as soon as we begin to grow up to ma-
turity. It is this that lays the founda-
tion for rebellion. As soon as this begins
to manifest itself in us, in our youth, so
soon we need to begin to curb it. And
here comes in the duty of parents in
their Priesthood and calling, to watch
over those children that are given them
of the Lord, which are lent to them for
a season. It is required of them to teach
those children the law of the Lord and
the ways of the righteous, and to re-
strain them from passions, from anger,
from strife, from contention, from envy,
from jealousy, from disobedience; to im-
press them with the necessity of doing
right and repenting of wrong whenever
they do it, that they may hold in check
the passions that are common to our na-
ture; and to show them how to enjoy all
that the Lord has designed for our happi-
ness in this world and our exaltation in
the next without excess, without allow-
ing our tabernacles to be used as instru-
ments of sin and wickedness.

We have heard during this
conference—and especially this forenoon
from President Taylor—some very im-
portant principles advanced for our gov-
ernment, as individuals and as commu-
nities, principles which we are to observe
and which are essential to our purity and
progress as a people, and as individuals,
and our exaltation in the eternal world.
For the law of the Lord is strict unto
those who are instructed and have op-
portunities to observe it, and far more so
with us as Latter-day Saints than with
the Gentile world. The Lord will make
greater allowance for the Gentile world
than He will for us, and He has had



