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of God. I can remember the time when
I was quite a little boy, when we were
hurried very unceremoniously across the
river Mississippi from the city of Nauvoo
just previous to the bombardment of the
town by the mob. I had a great anxiety
then—that is for a child—to know where
on earth we were going to. I knew we
had left home. We had left it willingly—
because we were obliged to—we left it
in a hurry, and we were not far away
when we heard the cannonade on the
other side of the river; but I felt just
as certain in my mind then—as certain
as a child could feel—that all was right,
that the Lord's hand was in it, as I do
today. My feelings have been the same
from that day to this. I know that Zion
is onward and upward. I know that God
has charge of His great latter-day work;
that His hand is extended over His peo-
ple for good; that He will work out their
deliverance; that He will bless them and
increase them upon this land until they
shall become powerful and terrible to the
wicked nations of the earth. We are
now, it would appear, becoming trouble-
some to the nation of which we form a
part, so much so that one of the greatest
men of the nation, feeling unable to deal
with this question of "Mormonism," this
"knotty problem," actually called upon
the government of Great Britain to help
to stop the progress of this work. You
know what Secretary Evarts did a few
years ago—he actually appealed to the
several European governments to pass
laws, or do something else to prevent
the "Mormons" coming from their respec-
tive countries to this "asylum for the op-
pressed, this land of liberty." I am happy
to say, however, that the wisdom ex-
ercised and manifested by some of the

notable ones of Great Britain was
greater than that exercised by some of
the notable ones in our own land. They
had sense enough to know that they had
no business to deal with any such ques-
tion, and they rather snubbed the poor
deluded Secretary, and through him the
Government of the United States, by
telling them that it was a matter over
which they had no control. There—in the
"effete governments of the old world"—a
man might worship God, the devil, or a
yellow dog, and it would be all right; but
in the United States—the much-vaunted
"land of liberty"—while a man might
worship the devil, or a yellow dog, he
must look out and be very chary how
he undertakes to worship the true and
living God; for if he undertakes that he
will have trouble on hand the first thing
he knows. The Methodists may worship
a God without body, parts or passions,
who sits on the top of a topless throne,
and the Government will say nothing
about it; but as sure as you undertake to
worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, Ja-
cob, Jesus and the Apostles, they are af-
ter you with "sharp sticks" in the shape
of inimical laws, unconstitutional en-
actments, missionary judges, governors,
marshals, etc. We have proven this, and
we know it is true. It is not because
we have not the truth; it is not because
we have not revelation; it is not because
we have not Prophets, Apostles, and in-
spired men; it is not because we have
not the Priesthood; because if we had not
these we would be like the rest of the
world, and they would be no more con-
cerned about us than we are concerned
about them. Why are they not as trou-
bled over the rest of mankind as they are
over us? Simply because they have noth-
ing to fear from them; they are all sailing


