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Satan. The more people obey the laws
of God, as God has revealed them, and
as they are embodied in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, the nearer they approach
unto God, the more they become like
Him, the more power they get over them-
selves and over the adversary. If there
could be a man or a community found
who lived in strict obedience to all the
laws taught in this book [Doctrine and
Covenants], you would find almost a per-
fect people; yet would find a people in the
condition of the people of Enoch—that is,
they would be approximating to that per-
fection which he and his city obtained,
and which caused them to be translated.

When God revealed the Gospel, He
designed that we should obey these laws.
He taught us in the first place that it was
necessary to have faith in Jesus Christ,
then to be baptized for the remission of
sins, then to have hands laid upon us for
the reception of the Holy Ghost. Then
the people that were scattered were
taught to gather out from the nations of
the earth. Every law that they obeyed
brought salvation. Every time they
bowed in obedience to the requirements
of God, they brought, by their obedience,
salvation to themselves and to their fam-
ilies, so far as their families conformed
to the requirements. When they got to
Zion, if they obeyed the law of tithing,
it brought salvation. And so with every
other law that God has taught in the rev-
elations that have been given unto us,
and the men, as I have said, who have
the most faithfully complied with those
requirements have emancipated them-
selves, through the blessing of God, the
most perfectly from the power of Satan.
I look upon the men and upon the women
who have entered into the new and

everlasting covenant concerning patriar-
chal marriage as being more advanced
than their brethren and sisters who have
not obeyed that law. And if a commu-
nity were found who would enter upon
the order of Enoch as God has revealed
it and who would hold themselves and
their property subject to that law, I
should look upon them as still more in
advance and still nearer to that perfec-
tion which God designs to bring about
in Zion among the Latter-day Saints. It
should be the aim of every man and ev-
ery woman in this Church to thus con-
form to the law and to the will of God,
because by so doing they bring salva-
tion to themselves and to their children,
and if they persevere in doing so, God
will bless them in their efforts, and they
will eventually be brought to live with
Him and to dwell in His presence, and
to receive the exaltation and glory that
He has in store for them. Now, I have
obeyed those laws thus far, because I
know they have these effects. I obey
the Word of Wisdom—or try to obey it—
because I know it brings a blessing. And
in like manner I obeyed the ordinance of
baptism; in like manner I submitted to
have hands laid upon me for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost; in like manner
I pay my tithing; in like manner I have
gone on missions and done that which
God has required of me, because in each
and every act of this kind I knew that
God intended to bring salvation to me if I
would be obedient. And I obeyed the doc-
trine of patriarchal marriage, upon the
same principle, because I knew that it
was a principle of salvation and of ex-
altation, and that if I would be exalted
in the presence of God I must obey the
law. So it will be with other laws which
are yet in the future, and which God


