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a people with the virtues that I declare
we possess, are looked upon as a menace
to our neighbors, and that our destruc-
tion is a desirable thing.

Now, while we do not profess to have
the faith that we should have—we could
all do with more—yet it is the aim, it
is the object of the teachings of the El-
ders of this Church to endeavor to instill
into the minds of the people faith in God,
to have them contend earnestly, as the
Scriptures say, "for the faith which was
once delivered to the saints." While this
is the aim and the object of the teachings
of the Elders—and we are well aware
of the weakness of the people—yet we
do testify, in the most solemn manner,
that God has restored the ancient gifts
that were in the Church. The sick are
healed. There are hundreds of families
in this Territory, thousands of them who
never think of anything else but send-
ing for the Elders, as the Apostle James
said they should do, in cases of sickness.
"Is any sick among you? let him call for
the elders of the church; and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord: And the prayer
of faith shall save the sick," said the
Apostle. Now, among the people called
Latter-day Saints, this is an almost uni-
versal practice, and we solemnly testify
that—while we are far from being what
we should be, far from having that faith
we should have—there are numerous in-
stances of the sick being healed by the
laying on of hands. You know this, my
brethren and sisters. Not only have
the sick been healed, but the blind have
been restored to sight, the deaf have
been made to hear, and the power of
God has been manifested in accordance
with the promises he has made. And
it is the outpouring of the Spirit in this

manner, the confirmation of God's
promises upon the people, that makes
the Latter-day Saints so united. It is
not the strength of imposture. It is not
the delusion of shrewd men. It is not
because wicked men have deceived this
people. It would be impossible to hold
them together under such conditions. To
do so would be a greater miracle than
that which we now behold in the ex-
istence of the people. To see a people
united together and scattered as they
are over this extent of territory held to-
gether by a few impostors—no, such a
thing is abhorrent to reason. No man
with reason can believe such a state-
ment, and accept that as the solution of
this organization—that is, of the prob-
lem connected with it. No man can think
it. There is something more than this.
There is some power beyond this; for, as
I have said, if it were not so, we should
have some exhibition on the part of good
men in establishing such a system as we
now behold. One would think they would
show their power in organizing. But it
is the outpouring of the Spirit of God.
Men and women and children, through-
out all the congregations of the Latter-
day Saints in all these settlements, if
they had the opportunity, would bear
solemn testimony, in the name of Je-
sus Christ, that they did receive those
promised blessings, that that was the
cause of their continuing their associ-
ation with the people of God, and that
that was the reason of their gathering
with them to this land or of their coming
here.

Now, I know that in talking in this
strain it may sound strange to many who
have no knowledge of these things. They
may think it a very strange thing that
men should testify in our day concern-
ing the existence of these things. But let


