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there would be no gambling saloons,
there would be nothing of this character
permitted in our cities or in our settle-
ments. We would not only be free from
litigation and strife, as I have said we are
as a people, but we would be free from
those other evils, those other vices.

Now, we know very well that accord-
ing to the word of God as it has come
down to us in this sacred volume [the
Bible] union and love were two of the
great characteristics that attended the
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
"By this," says one of the Apostles, "we
know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren."
Jesus taught His disciples to be one. He
prayed to the Father that they might
be one as He and the Father were one,
and not only that they might be one, but
that those who should believe in their
words might be one also. That prayer
of the Savior was answered upon His
disciples. They were distinguished ev-
erywhere for their oneness and for their
love, and wherever they went preaching
the Gospel that Jesus committed unto
them, those who obeyed their teaching
and submitted to the ordinances which
they administered, received the same
spirit.

Now, it is a remarkable feature of
this organization called the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, that the
same effects follow the proclamation of
its principles; not in one land, but in ev-
ery land where it has been carried by the
Elders of this Church.

When Joseph Smith in his youth
had revealed to him that God was
about to restore the old Gospel in its
ancient power and simplicity, and ac-
companied by its ancient gifts, and
was told that the authority to ad-
minister its ordinances should also

be restored, it seemed, I suppose, to look
at it naturally at that time, as though
it would be an impossible thing to ac-
complish. The earth was full of reli-
gion, so called. There were any num-
ber of men professing to be followers of
Jesus Christ, any number of men pro-
fessing to be His ministers, professing to
have the power and authority to admin-
ister the ordinances of His Church, un-
til men were actually confused and dis-
tracted in their thoughts—and especially
when they came to select the form of
doctrine that they wanted to espouse—
by the multiplicity of sects, each one
claiming to be the true church of Christ.
But Joseph Smith was told that this
would be the effect when God would re-
veal His Gospel. It was foreshadowed
to him in the plainest possible manner
that which we now behold. The effect of
the preaching of the true Gospel would
be that persecution would be aroused.
He was shown the hatred he would have
to contend with, and all the adverse in-
fluences that have had to be overcome
from that day until the present. Joseph
Smith was told that there was no au-
thority upon the face of the earth to ad-
minister the ordinances of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. He was told that there
was no church which God recognized as
His own, while there were many that
had parts of the truth, portions of the
Gospel. There was no church which God
acknowledged amid the multiplicity of
sects as His. He was told to wait until the
Lord should give the power and commu-
nicate the authority. Now, though he had
received this communication from heav-
enly messengers, Joseph Smith did not
presume to take one step towards orga-
nizing a church because of the fact that
he had received communications of this


