130

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

IMPROVEMENT AMONG THE PEOPLE—INTEREST
MANIFESTED BY THE WORLD IN THE
"MORMONS"—EVIDENCES OF DIVINITY IN THE
WORK—SAME EFFECTS FOLLOW THE GOSPEL IN
DIFFERENT AGES—AUTHORITY RESTORED—PROOFS OF
JOSEPH SMITH'S DIVINE MISSION—PERSECUTIONS
ENDURED BY THE SAINTS—REASONS FOR THE SAME.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT
LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 27, 1883.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

It is some weeks since I have had the
opportunity of meeting with the Saints
in this Tabernacle. Our time has been
spent in visiting the various settlements
north and south, and has been spent
most agreeably in holding quarterly con-
ferences. A great change has been ef-
fected in our Territory within the past
few years in furnishing facilities for trav-
eling to and fro and visiting the set-
tlements which were once quite remote
from this city. I have no doubt that these
visits are appreciated by the people who
are visited. They certainly are by those
who make the visits. The growth and
the development of the people, their in-
crease in the knowledge of those prin-
ciples that pertain to salvation as well
as to this earthly existence, is so ap-
parent that it is exceedingly gratifying
to witness it. The Lord is very visi-
bly working out His great designs and
purposes in connection with this work
with which we are identified. Every
one who is connected with the work
and who realizes its character does seek,
as I believe by observation, more dili-
gently to comprehend the nature of the

duties and responsibilities which rest
upon him or her. The various organiza-
tions in the shape of Primary Associa-
tions, of Sunday Schools, of Mutual Im-
provement Associations, of Relief Soci-
eties, as well as the meetings of the var-
ious quorums of the Priesthood, are all
having a very marked effect as I can ob-
serve myself, upon the people. I proba-
bly am in a better position than many
to judge of the effect of these organiza-
tions; for the reason that it has not been
my privilege to visit the settlements of
late years so extensively as some of my
brethren. I notice a great increase of
zeal, of devotion, and above all, of knowl-
edge concerning the work of the Lord
and the labors connected therewith. And
I am thankful that this is so, for cer-
tainly with the increase of the facilities
to which I have referred in our Territory,
there has been a corresponding increase
of evils which have to be contended with
and overcome, and knowledge and un-
derstanding and wisdom are necessary
on the part of the Latter-day Saints
to enable them to cope successfully



