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the Spirit of God from his heart, and ren-
ders the daughters of Zion unsafe in his
company. What is the condition of the
Christian nations in this respect today?
Two hundred thousand men and women
crowd the poorhouses, prisons and asy-
lums of Great Britain alone. Seventy-
five percent of them the wretched vic-
tims of alcoholism. Can we think a busi-
ness legitimate and honorable that de-
prives a hundred and fifty thousand men
and women of comfortable homes, drives
them wild, and sends them as drivel-
ing idiots and paupers to the asylums
and jails of a Christian nation, which de-
rives a revenue from the liquor traffic of
$150,000,000 per annum, and finds even
that enormous sum inadequate to meet
the expenses entailed by reason of its
use? We cannot consistently so consider
it.

Aside from the debauchery, misery,
ruin and death caused by the use of in-
toxicants, the waste in Great Britain is
simply startling. Seventy-five million
bushels of grain—equal at our present
rate of production to what Utah would
yield in forty years—is annually con-
sumed in the manufacture of liquors
there. The inhabitants of Britain ex-
pend yearly for intoxicating drinks over
$640,000,000. During the past seven
years they have expended for the same
purpose more than sufficient to can-
cel their national debt, or build a new
house for every family in the kingdom,
and schoolhouses in which to educate all
their children.

Had the money expended there for
liquor during the past half century been
invested in five percent interest bear-
ing securities, it would now be equal
to the entire capitalized wealth of the
nation, including her cities, railroads,
ships, factories, mines, farms, fields and
gardens. And yet in view of these figures,
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taken from parliamentary returns, we
hear of the cry of want and complaints
of oppression. Do the people not op-
press themselves in the use—excessive
use of things that weaken and corrupt
their bodies and darken their minds?

Is the condition of our own nation in
this regard much better? But little if any.
In 1882, according to official reports, the
people of the United States paid nearly
twice as much for liquor as they did for
bread. More than the entire value of the
products of all our woolen, cotton, boot
and shoe factories. An amount equal to
seventy percent of the wages earned in
all the manufacturing institutions of the
country, during the same period. Three
hundred millions of dollars, more than
was paid for Governmental, state, terri-
torial, county, city and school taxes com-
bined. Enough to school the children of
a nation numbering 300,000,000, or six
times as numerous as ours for the same
year.

The nation consumes in liquor the
value of all the public and private li-
braries of the country every sixty days,
and spends annually nine times as much
for drink as for printing and publishing.

Now what can we say for the people
of Utah? In the main they are temper-
ate, but there is room for much improve-
ment. Here, I have no means for acquir-
ing exact knowledge from statistics, but I
venture the assertion that more money is
spent even in Utah for alcohol than is ex-
pended for the education of our children,
or the support of the Territorial govern-
ment. Do we not expend more means
in the purchase of stimulants than we
pay to sustain the Church and Kingdom
of God on earth? And in doing so are
we not, though perhaps thoughtlessly,



