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break up; we cannot endure your organi-
zation, your coming together and being
united as you are. We fear you will take
possession of our principal counties, and
your political influence will be so great
that in time you will hold control of this
country; and we cannot endure it, and
you must go. Governor Boggs' order said,
if the people did not leave the State of
Missouri in a given period, they would be
exterminated. So the people had to flee
in the depth of winter, and cross the Mis-
sissippi into the State of Illinois. Now,
whoever heard then of plural marriage?
It was not practiced. It was the organi-
zation of the people that was objection-
able; and so it was afterwards when we
were compelled to leave Nauvoo. The
mob burned our houses and killed our
cattle, and destroyed our grain, not be-
cause of any feature of this kind, but be-
cause we were 'Mormons," and believed
in a form of religion that they did not be-
lieve in. So they were determined that
we should leave there.

And that reminds me of another
falsehood that went the rounds in those
days to justify the outrages against us.
All manner of stories were circulated
concerning our thieving; it was said
that we were a band of thieves and
robbers; that the people near Nauvoo
and along the upper part of the Missis-
sippi, through all that region of coun-
try, were living in a state of terror, so
it was alleged, because of the proxim-
ity of the "Mormons," and it would be
a great blessing to drive them out, for
they were outlaws. So the mob deemed
themselves justified in their outrages for
those reasons; and public opinion was
created against us which sustained them
in killing the Prophet Joseph Smith
and Hyrum, his brother, in shooting
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President Taylor, and in killing other
men and women. And public opinion
was created so unfavorable to the "Mor-
mons" that other people thought, "Well,
they are a bad lot; they deserve extir-
pation; we are sorry to see the laws
trampled upon and violence resorted to,
but something must be done with these
'Mormons." "We must get rid of them in
some way; and if the law cannot reach
them," as was remarked by the mob,
when Joseph had been tried and acquit-
ted for treason, "powder and ball can."

The same process is now going on.
What is it that produces the condition
of affairs that exists here today? It is a
public opinion that is adverse and hos-
tile to us which justifies the outrages
and illiberal acts to which we are sub-
jected. It is this which actuates men
to trample upon the Constitution and
all the institutions of the government.
It is this which permits the right of
representation to be stricken down and
causes a Governor of a Territory, who
is guilty of the most outrageous acts of
tyranny, to be sustained by three ad-
ministrations, and a voice scarcely heard
in protest against it—republican govern-
ment stricken down and the people of
these mountains, without exception the
best and most quiet people to be found
within the confines of the republic, de-
prived of the right of representation.

I allude to this, though it is a po-
litical matter, as it comes appropriately
within the line of my remarks. What
is the cause of it? It is, as I have
said, because God has stretched forth
his hand to do a work in the earth,
and the devil is determined that it shall
not be done. He is determined to shed
the blood of every man connected with
it, and he puts it into the hearts of
the children of men to hate the truth



