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onism to existing institutions, and that
would have to be put down by such law
as the Edmunds' law, or if such legis-
lation failed, then by the strong arm of
the military, by the use of weapons of
war and the shedding of blood. That is
the feeling that some men have concern-
ing us. In the course of our conversa-
tion I invited him to come out to Utah.
"Come out," said I, "and know what you
are talking about; you have ideas about
us which are entirely incorrect. If you
will travel through our valleys, as I will
furnish you opportunities to do, if you
will come out, I will give you letters of
introduction which will enable you to see
our people at their homes, and if you
are a fair man, a man disposed to accept
the evidence of your own senses, you will
change your views concerning the people
I represent."

There are men who make use of us
to gain favor with the ignorant and with
those who have strong religious preju-
dices and but little knowledge concern-
ing us. There are men who seek to gain
popular approval in this way, and in-
stead of telling the truth, or being willing
that the truth should be told and known,
they are ever willing to have every kind
of story propagated however false it may
be. Will there be any change in this re-
spect? We have been looking for it for
the past 52 years, ever since the Church
was organized, but that change has not
come. As I have said, as soon as one
slander has been disproved, another has
been put in circulation. There is no
end, neither will there be to the false-
hoods that will be told and circulated
concerning us. It may be asked: Why
is this? For the best of all reasons, that
whenever God has attempted to do any-

thing upon the earth, from the days
of Father Adam down through the cen-
turies that have intervened until today,
all hell has been aroused against that
work and against those engaged in it.
Even when men have had only partial
truth, and have attempted to reform ex-
isting errors, they have had this oppo-
sition to contend with to a greater or
less extent; and no great reform has
ever been effected upon this earth with-
out costing the best blood of the gen-
eration in which the reform was at-
tempted. Our generation is no exception
in this respect. Even in this land, un-
der our glorious form of government, the
most glorious ever framed by man, un-
der which the largest amount of liberty
is to be enjoyed—even under it, the blood
of Prophets and Apostles has been shed
and has stained the earth; and we, be-
cause of our religion, were obliged to flee
from our homes and take refuge in these
mountain wilds and build up new homes
in order that we might live in peace and
in quiet, unmolested by those who hate
us.

This is not a new thing in the earth,
the antagonism between error and truth,
between wrong and right, between the
followers of him who seeks to usurp do-
minion upon the earth, and the follow-
ers of the Son of God. That antagonism
has been a perpetual one, an undying
one. It cost the blood of the best Be-
ing that ever trod the earth, even the
Son of God Himself, and all His Apos-
tles and all the prophets—they all, with
few exceptions laid down their lives for
the truth. And yet we talk about our
civilization, the enlightened nineteenth
century, and we say as did the gen-
eration in which the Savior lived: "If
we had lived in the days of our fa-
thers, we would not have slain the proph-


