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At the present time there are a great
many different sects professing to be the
churches of Christ. A great variety of
doctrines are taught therein. Generally
speaking these doctrines are supposed to
be taken from the book called the Bible.
Ministers usually read a portion of scrip-
ture either from the Old Testament or
from the New Testament, and preach
discourses therefrom. But although
these different religions and these differ-
ent discourses are supposed to be taken
from the one book, yet they are very con-
flicting. The notions and ideas of one sect
in regard to the things contained in the
book, differ from those that are enter-
tained by another sect, also professing
to be the church of Christ. And even in
each of these various sects the people do
not all believe alike. They do not under-
stand alike the doctrines that pertain to
their particular sect. For instance, the
people in what is called the Methodist
church do not all believe alike. The peo-
ple of the Baptist church do not all be-
lieve alike. There is not only a differ-
ence existing between the Baptist and
the Methodist, but the Methodists dif-
fer among themselves, and Baptists dif-
fer among themselves; and so with the
rest of all the different sects in Chris-
tendom. The reason of this is because
they have no real and definite standard.
They take the Bible or rather profess
to take the Bible as their standard; but
their ideas concerning the Scriptures dif-
fer. They do not all understand the
Bible alike. If they all understood the
Bible alike there would be a unity of
faith; but their ideas differ in regard to
the meaning of the things contained in
the Bible. At the present time there
is a great controversy going on in the
Christian world in regard to the manner

in which this book should be read, and in
regard to its authority. Some claim that
every word in the book is inspired; that
the word contained in the Bible must be
relied upon implicitly as the very word of
God. Others dispute this, deny the ple-
nary inspiration of the Scriptures, and
some of them think the book should be
regarded in the same light as secular
history. And so the notions and ideas
concerning the Bible are quite varied.
Outside of the Bible they have no stan-
dard. We may perhaps except the church
called the Roman Catholic Church. That
church has a standard in the person of
the supreme head of the church—the
Pope, the traditions, and the decisions
of the councils of the church. But nei-
ther the Roman Catholic Church, nor the
Episcopal Church, which has come out
from it, nor any of the sects which have
come out from the Episcopal Church,
have any inspired standard among them
save and except the things that were
written of old contained in the Bible,
which they do not comprehend alike. In
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints we have something besides
the written word. We have the liv-
ing oracles of God, men that have been
called and enabled and set apart to min-
ister in Christ's stead, men in whom
the Lord has placed His spirit, and not
only His spirit, but His authority that
they may act in His name; and they
have access unto Him. It is their priv-
ilege not only to expound the things
that were written of old which have
been preserved and placed on record,
and which are contained in the books
of the Bible, but also to receive intelli-
gence from the same source from which
these things that are inspired that are
in the Book were given. The same


