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walk circumspectly, and to keep the com-
mandments which the Lord has given. It
would be immeasurably better for us to
lay down our bodies now, in the faith of
the Gospel, than to live to ripe old age
and turn away from it, thereby forfeiting
our claim upon eternal life.

If we live and turn away from the
truth we will be separated throughout
the countless ages of eternity from the
society of those we love. We will have
no claim upon them, and they will have
no claim upon us. There will be an im-
passable gulf between us over which we
cannot pass, one to the other. If we
die in the faith, having lived righteous
lives, we are Christ's, we have the assur-
ance of eternal reward, being in posses-
sion of the principles of eternal truth and
shall be clothed with glory, immortality
and eternal lives. While we sojourn in
the flesh we pass a great portion of our
life in sorrow; death separates us for a
short time, some of us pass behind the
veil, but the time will come when we will
meet with those who have gone, and en-
joy each others' society forever. The sep-
aration is but for a moment as it were.
No power can separate us then. God hav-
ing joined us together we have a claim
upon each other—an undeniable claim—
inasmuch as we have been united by the
power of the priesthood in the Gospel of
Christ. Therefore it is better to be sep-
arated in this life for a little season, al-
though we have to pass through depri-
vation, sorrow, trouble, toil, widowhood,
orphanage, and many other vicissitudes,
than to be separated for all eternity.
By complying with the principles of the
Gospel we become heirs of God and joint
heirs with Jesus Christ. The anticipa-
tion of these great privileges brings hap-
piness to us now, and strengthens our

hopes of exaltation and eternal reward
in the kingdom of God hereafter. No
other power but that of God, through
the knowledge of truth, can give such
enjoyment, peace of mind, consolation
and happiness to the sorrowing hearts of
mortals. The Gospel has been revealed
for the salvation and exaltation of the
children of men, and if they would only
receive it, it would bring, finally, unal-
loyed and perfect happiness to all, even
a "fullness of joy."

Let us look into the future. We should
not brood over the hardships which we
have passed through. This is a world
of sorrow, of care, of probation; a world
of disappointment, anxiety and toil. We
find it as it is, and many of us help to
make it no better. When God organized
the world, he pronounced it good, but
men have transgressed the laws and de-
parted from the paths of life. Mankind
do not live by principles of justice, truth,
righteousness and equality. They are
violators of the law, and will come un-
der its condemnation. I am sorry to say
that mankind bring evil and therefore
suffering upon themselves. Men rise up
and oppress their neighbors. Many take
delight in oppressing their fellow crea-
tures, and they do it because they have
not the Spirit of God or the love of the
Gospel in their hearts. They hate justice
and righteousness and are strangers to
mercy, because they know not God nor
His law, nor comprehend the results of
their own acts. Whereas, if they were
imbued with the good spirit, they would
comfort and elevate those by whom they
are surrounded. Were men to use prop-
erly the blessings which God has given
them for the good of all mankind, we
could soon see the effects in the ame-
lioration of the world; but many are
so fallen and degraded that they care


