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the remission of my sins, I may believe
it is right I should do it, I may be con-
vinced that God has required it of me,
and I may think I ought to do it, and
think I will; but all this faith and all this
thought don't amount to as much as you
can put in your eye, until I arise and go
forth to be baptized, and when I do this,
then I exercise the faith which is in me,
and it produces the works. This principle
may be equally true of everything else
pertaining to the exercise of religion. I
may believe it is right for me to be en-
rolled with a religious community that
meets to worship, and I may believe it
is right and a religious duty to meet with
them from time to time to celebrate the
supper of the Lord and partake of bread
and wine, and when I partake of the
bread and of the wine in commemoration
of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, it is
but the exercise of that faith which is in
me. I may believe that God meant what
he said when He gave that general com-
mandments to His children to multiply
and replenish the earth, and I may think
about it; but it is my duty, if I want to
raise potatoes, to plant the seed; if I de-
sire to raise fruit I must go to and plant
the fruit trees; if I desire to cultivate the
earth I must use the proper means nec-
essary to cultivate and improve it before
I can gather the fruits of it. And then
to do the other thing, to form a union
as God has enjoined in the holy bond
of matrimony, we must enter into that
bond for the purpose of multiplying our
species and thus bring forth the fruits of
our bodies. I may believe this doctrine,
as contained in the revelations of God,;
but what will this amount to unless I ex-
ercise myselfin it. I shall remain a bach-
elor, worse than a hermit—a parasite
in the commonwealth—unless I rise up
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and put my faith in practice and exercise
myself in my religious belief.

I say also, when the time comes that
God sees in the midst of His people an
increase of the female element, and the
wicked ready to devour that element and
appropriate it not in the way to "mul-
tiply and replenish the earth," but for
the gratification of fleshly lust, and will
actually take and employ hellish means
to prevent the increase of their species,
and show that they are not only be-
neath the brute, but beneath the veg-
etable creation, by refusing to bear fruit,
thereby placing themselves in the cat-
egory of the trees that are dried up,
fit only to be cast into the fire, he can
take measures to counteract this evil.
And I say before God, angels and men,
that every man and woman who joins
in unholy wedlock for the gratification of
fleshly lust, and studiously plan to frus-
trate the command of God in the mul-
tiplication of their species, show that
they are unworthy—what shall I say?—
unworthy to be classed among the hon-
orable of the earth. And we have rea-
son to believe that many have done, and
are today, in the great cities of Baby-
lon, taking steps to destroy their own off-
spring, committing infanticide and feti-
cide, all of whom, and their aiders and
abettors, are but ripening for the damna-
tion of hell. And when God sees this
damnable doctrine taught, and taught by
such men as Mr. Henry Ward Beecher
and other modern divines falsely so-
called, who teach the world that it is
a positive evil to multiply and increase
so greatly in the land—when such doc-
trine is taught by leading lights, and so
readily accepted by the masses, the Lord
says, the time has come for Him to take



