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Tabernacle to the gallery causing a stay
in the proceedings. Quietness having
been obtained the speaker continued.]

I was saying that God our heavenly
Father had moved upon the nations and
sent out from the nations of the old
world streams of emigration to the new
world, who were panting for freedom
and liberty, and who struggled to burst
the bands with which they were bound,
and the yoke from off their necks, and
were striving to learn how to be free.
And in penetrating the new world and
its wilds, and in grappling with and
overcoming the difficulties attending the
forming of new settlements and planting
colonies in the new world, they learned
the value of freedom, and therefore stud-
ied to preserve it; and they labored to
establish a form of government under
which it might be maintained. In all
these works and labors we discern an
overruling providence, and manifesta-
tions of the mercy and loving kindness
of God to His people, and the revela-
tions of His Spirit imparted, to a greater
or less degree, unto the wise and pa-
triotic fathers of our country, who were
thus enabled to unite upon the best form
of government existing among men, or
which, perhaps, ever has existed, un-
less it has been those which God him-
self directly revealed through the Patri-
archs and Prophets of older times. But
so far as any political organizations of
government upon this earth, the Repub-
lican or Democratic form of government
established in these United States—(the
foundations of which were laid by our
fathers over a hundred years ago), is
the best calculated to promote the ob-
jects sought, and to maintain the rights
of man, and the guarantees of religious
and political freedom, of any form of

government known to mankind. But
that it or any other form, in this im-
perfect and sinful world, is altogether
perfect is not to be expected, and there-
fore cannot endure forever. But we re-
gard the present form of government of
this nation as embodying the greatest
amount of virtue and principles best cal-
culated to maintain and preserve the
rights of man.

In the early history of this Church
a revelation was given through the
Prophet Joseph in which the people are
commanded to observe the Constitu-
tional laws of the land, and to uphold by
their votes and sustain upright and hon-
orable men to administer them; which
also stated that He had inspired the fa-
thers to establish this form of govern-
ment for the good and benefit of man.
I will read a few paragraphs found on
the 342nd page of the Doctrine and
Covenants, new edition:

"And now, verily I say unto you con-
cerning the laws of the land, it is my will
that my people should observe to do all
things whatsoever I command them.

"And that the law of the land which
is constitutional, supporting that princi-
ple of freedom in maintaining rights and
privileges, belongs to all mankind, and is
justifiable before me.

"Therefore, I, the Lord, justify you,
and your brethren of my church, in be-
friending that law which is the constitu-
tional law of the land;

"And as pertaining to the law of man,
whatsoever is more or less than this,
cometh of evil.

"I, the Lord God, make you free,
therefore ye are free indeed; and the law
also maketh you free.

"Nevertheless, when the wicked rule
the people mourn.

"Wherefore, honest men and wise
men should be sought for dili-


