GREAT EVENTS OF THIS DISPENSATION.

impress me to say, I would preach to the
people. If we are not able to speak to
your edification, it is not because there
are not truth and knowledge, principles
and laws sufficient within the pale of this
Church, and connected with the work in
which we are engaged. I look upon the
cause of God and the mission that He has
given each of us connected with it, as re-
quiring the whole attention, the might,
mind and strength of each one of us, in
order to magnify our calling and accom-
plish the work committed to our hands.
The Lord raised up Joseph Smith spe-
cially to do the work that he performed.
He was ordained and appointed before
he was born to come upon the stage
of action in this age of God's mercy to
man, through the loins of ancient Joseph
who was a descendant of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, to lay the foundation of this
great and glorious dispensation—a dis-
pensation that will be marked and dis-
tinguished in the annals of human his-
tory for its grand and mighty, and also
its serious and awful events. The day has
already dawned when the light of heaven
is to fill the earth; the day in which the
Lord has said that nothing should be
kept hidden, whether it be things per-
taining to one God, or many Gods, or to
thrones, principalities or powers; the day
in which everything that has been kept
from the knowledge of man ever since
the foundation of the earth, must be re-
vealed; and it is a day in which the an-
cient prophets looked forward to with a
great deal of interest and anxiety. It is a
day in which the Gospel is to be preached
to every nation, tongue and people for
a witness of what shall follow; a day in
which the Israel of God who receive it in
their dispersed and scattered condition
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are to gather together to the place ap-
pointed of God, the place where they will
perform the "marvelous work and won-
der" spoken of by the ancients who, in
vision, saw our day; and where they will
begin to inherit the promises made to the
fathers respecting their children. The
work that is to be so marvelous in the
eyes of men has already commenced, and
is assuming shape and proportions; but
they cannot see it. It will consist in
preaching the Gospel to all the world,
gathering the Saints from the midst of
all those nations who reject it; building
up the Zion of God; establishing perma-
nently in the earth His kingdom; prepar-
ing for the work of the gathering of the
Jews and the events that will follow their
settlement in their own lands, and in
preparing for ourselves holy places in
which to stand when the judgments of
God shall overtake the nations. This
is truly a good work; and it is a mar-
vel (when we look at it with our natu-
ral eyes) how this people are sustained in
their faith and hope of accomplishing it,
besides having to provide for the wants
of themselves and families, which is of
itself as much as most men can accom-
plish. We cannot do the work which God
through us intends to have done, unless
we place ourselves under His care and
direction, and take the sentiment, "The
Kingdom of God, or nothing," for our
motto, as well as the end and aim of our
life. This we must do to be truly the ser-
vants of God. We cannot serve God and
mammon. We cannot build up the King-
dom of God and withhold our hearts from
Him. We must either come under the do-
minion of God, and be led and directed
by Him, or under the dominion of Satan,
and be ruled over by him. It is for us,



