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you were thus treated in the early set-
tlement in 1833, when you were driven
from your homes, some of you massa-
cred, your property destroyed—are you
not afraid to return?" O, I expect they
are more civilized now. Do you think
civilized people would murder now? Do
you think they would drive people from
their homes now? We may give them a
chance to see. At any rate we shall ful-
fill our part, purchase the land, gather
together upon our own purchased land,
and we calculate to obey all the laws of
the State of Missouri, and all the laws
of the State of Kansas that are consti-
tutional in their nature. But, says one,
suppose the people should rise up and
say you should not possess the land,
what would you do? We would leave the
matter in the hands of the Lord, just
the same as we did at first when He led
us by revelation to where the great cen-
tral stake of Zion should be built. We
went there because the Lord told us to
go. We settled upon the very spot where
the Lord commanded us. We commenced
to lay the foundation of a temple about
three-quarters of a mile from Indepen-
dence, Jackson County, Missouri. It was
then a wilderness, with large trees on
the temple block. 1 visited that place
47 years afterwards, namely, a year ago
last September, and not a tree was to
be found on that temple block—not so
much as a stump—everything seemed to
be cleared off, and one would scarcely
know, unless very well acquainted with
the ground, where the temple site was lo-
cated. There, however, we expect to build
a temple different from all other temples
in some respects. It will be built much
larger, cover a larger area of ground,
far larger than this Tabernacle covers,
and this Tabernacle will accommodate
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from 12,000 to 15,000 people. We expect
to build a temple much larger, very much
larger, according to the revelation God
gave to us forty years ago in regard to
that temple. But you may ask in what
form will it be built? Will it be built in
one large room, like this Tabernacle? No;
there will be 24 different compartments
in the Temple that will be built in Jack-
son County. The names of these com-
partments were given to us some 45 or
46 years ago; the names we still have,
and when we build these 24 rooms, in
a circular form and arched over the cen-
ter, we shall give the names to all these
different compartments just as the Lord
specified through Joseph Smith. Now,
our enemies do not believe one word of
this. They think we are enthusiastic,
they think that this is all nonsense, and
I do not know but there may be some of
the Latter-day Saints that begin to par-
take of the same spirit, owing to their
assimilating themselves so much to the
fashion of the world, that they have lost
their strong and powerful faith in that
which God has predicted by the mouth
of his servants. Perhaps you may ask
for what purpose these 24 compartments
are to be built. I answer not to assem-
ble the outside world in, nor to assem-
ble the Saints all in one place, but these
buildings will be built with a special view
to the different orders, or in other words
the different quorums or councils of the
two Priesthoods that God has ordained
on the earth. That is the object of having
24 rooms so that each of these different
quorums, whether they be High Priests
or Seventies, or Elders, or Bishops, or
lesser Priesthood, or Teachers, or Dea-
cons, or Patriarchs, or Apostles, or High
Councils, or whatever may be the duties
that are assigned to them, they will have



