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and corrupting influence, and call this
a fair return for virtue, purity, honor,
truth and integrity? Would they induct
us into some of the principles advocated
by some of their leading ministers of us-
ing the sword, the bayonet, and the can-
non to extirpate what they term heresy,
set man against his fellow man and del-
uge the nation in blood? What do they
tell us? They set themselves up as our
exemplars, and among other things say,
we must marry as they do. And how is
that? Let me ask some of you vener-
able, whiteheaded men that were mar-
ried in various places, what kind of a
covenant did you make? You were asked
if you would take the woman to be your
lawful wedded wife, for how long? Un-
til death did you part. What a miser-
able thing. And this is what they have
to offer. A woman takes a man as long
as he lives, and then when he dies all is
gone into oblivion; no eternal unity, no
claim pertaining to heaven or the future;
no sons, no daughters, no wife, no hus-
band. That is nihilism, I think. This
is the condition they would put you in
today, if you would listen to them. But
we are told that we should remember the
rock from whence we are hewn, and the
pit from whence we were dug. God has
shown us principles that are ten thou-
sand times more exalting and ennobling
than anything they have to offer. No; you
may continue in such operations; that
is your business. You may revel in the
idea of living with your wives in time,
and then dropping into the grave with-
out hope of any further union. But let
me have my wives and children, and
my associations in the eternal world.
Let me have a religion that will live
in time, and exist whilst eternal ages
roll along. That is the kind of religion

I want, and if you like the other, all
right, take it. But give me, if you please,
the liberty to pursue happiness in my
own way; if not I shall try to take it.
I want none of those evanescent princi-
ples that vanish when time ceases. I pro-
fess to be an immortal being, as we all
are. A spark of Deity, struck from the
fire of His eternal blaze, dwells in us, a
portion of that intelligence that dwells
with the Gods; which, if we will follow
out through the influence of the Holy
Ghost, of which I have spoken, will bring
us back again into the presence of God;
and with us our wives, our children, and
our associations. Godliness, indeed, as
stated by the Apostle Paul, "is profitable
unto all things, having the promise of
the life that now is, and of that which is
to come," and despite the ideas, the op-
position and the contumely of ignorant
and unenlightened men, we will rule and
reign and triumph, not only in time but
throughout the countless ages of eter-
nity. That is the kind of religion that I
want. I would not give a straw for the
other; if other people like it, all well and
good. I do not want to interrupt them.
But they want to interrupt us; and they
do it, many of them, though we treat
them never so kindly. They seem to have
a perfect mania on these points; they run
wild about our private affairs.

Now, there are certain inalienable
rights that some men in this nation
consider belong to all men, one of
which is the right to live. The gov-
ernment of the United States did not
give men life; they received it from an-
other and higher source. God himself
is the author of life and existence, more
so than we ourselves sometimes think.
There is not one of you could leave


