
4 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

foolish, if they could comprehend it; but
they cannot. They, however, think that
we are big fools. There was a promi-
nent man whose name I have forgot-
ten, but I remember some lines that he
wrote. When I am gone, he said, men will
erect a splendid monument to my mem-
ory, upon which they will write: "Here
lies the great!" If I could rise and speak,
I would say, "False marble, where? Noth-
ing but poor and sordid dust lies here."
Has any man ever taken anything out of
the world? No. Naked they come into
the world, and naked they return; they
leave all their wealth behind them. Then
if, as intelligent beings, made in the im-
age of God, we disregard the teachings
of our heavenly Father, and are led by
influences that are wrong, improper, im-
pure and incorrect, and suffer ourselves
to make shipwreck of our faith and our
good consciences, shall we not be the
veriest fools when we stand before the
Judge of all the earth? But if we can
succeed in securing eternal life and exal-
tations, thrones and principalities, pow-
ers and dominions, which we sometimes
talk about and which are as true as any-
thing can be—if we can succeed in doing
this, we shall be amply repaid for all the
inconveniences that we may have to put
up with, and all the trouble that we may
have to endure.

Now we will return to the old prayer
again. "Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come." What kingdom? The king-
dom of God. What does that im-
ply? Government, rule, authority, do-
minion. "Thy kingdom come." What,
that God shall dictate affairs upon the
earth? Yes. That His word, His will,
His law shall go forth? Yes. One
of the ancient Prophets in speaking of

these things said, "The law shall go forth
from Zion, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem." You will find those things
written in your Bible, and can look for
them at your leisure. Now if we are to
expect a thing of this kind to take place,
when the knowledge of God shall cover
the earth as the waters cover the sea,
and when the will of God is to be done
on earth as it is done in heaven, ought
we not to try as citizens of the kingdom
of God to introduce it and be governed
by and to be under its influence? I think
we ought. Are we then to yield ourselves
to the false traditions, ideas, notions and
opinions of men? I think not. We want
to strive in all the relations of life, in our
family relations, in our individual rela-
tions, in our marital relations, and in our
associations with men, to conduct our-
selves in that way that God would have
us do if He were here Himself to speak
on that subject; and to seek to place our-
selves in conformity with His law, His
word and His will.

Now, people take a great deal of pains
to try to interfere with us in our marital
relations. What have they got to give us
in exchange outside of these things? O
you Gentiles, present us something su-
perior to that which God has revealed,
and we will embrace it. But you can-
not do it. We are at the defiance of the
world to bring forth any better, purer or
more exalting principles. What would
they give us in return for that of which
they seek to despoil us? Would they in-
troduce all the institutions of a pseudo-
Christianity, with its prostitution, the
houses of assignation, its social evil, its
feticide and infanticide and the polit-
ical and social hypocrisy and deprav-
ity, and its debauching, demoralizing,


