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blood all nations of men for to dwell on
all the face of the earth," we are told,
"and hath determined the times before
appointed, and the bounds of their habi-
tation; That they should seek the Lord, if
haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one
of us."

Now outside the Gospel, outside of
revelation, outside of any special com-
munication from the Lord, all men, more
or less, everywhere have certain claims
upon their Heavenly Father, who is said
to be the God and Father of the spirits of
all flesh. Then we are told, when Jesus
spake to his disciples, they asked him
how they were to pray. He said, Say, Our
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy name. Who? Our Father—the God
and the Father of the spirits of all flesh.
When you approach Him, say, our Father
who art in heaven. Then, they belong
to our Father, as well as we. In regard
to the operation of the Spirit upon man,
let me draw your attention to a fact that
is generally understood by all reflecting
men, and that is, no matter how wicked
a man may be, how far he may have
departed from the right, such a man
will generally admire and respect a good
man, an honorable man, and a virtuous
man; and such a man will frequently
say; "I wish I could do as that man
does, but I cannot: I wish I could pur-
sue a correct course, but I am overcome
of evil." They cannot help but respect
the good and the honorable, although
they may not be governed by principles
of honor and virtue themselves. This
same spirit which is given to every man
outside of the Gospel has been mani-
fested in the different ages of the world.
When I say outside of it, the Latter-
day Saints will understand me. When

I speak of the Gospel I speak of the
Gospel revealed by our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, and which has existed
at times through the different ages, and
which, wherever it did exist brought men
into close communion with the Lord;
hence the Gospel is called the everlast-
ing Gospel. The Scriptures unequivo-
cally state that our Savior "brought life
and immortality to light through the
gospel," and wherever a knowledge of life
and immortality existed it was through
the Gospel; and whenever and wher-
ever there was no knowledge of life and
immortality there was no Gospel. But
outside of that there have been many
good influences abroad in the world.
Many men in the different ages, who, in
the midst of wickedness and corruption,
have tried to stop the current of evil,
have placed themselves in the catalogue
of reformers. Some of those have been
what are called heathen, others what
are termed Christian, and others have
been scientific and philanthropic—lovers
and benefactors of the human race. The
many reformers that existed in former
ages have been men many of whom have
been sincerely desirous to do the will of
God, and to carry out His purposes, so
far as they knew them. And then there
are thousands and tens of thousands of
honorable men living today in this na-
tion, and other nations, who are honest
and upright and virtuous, and who es-
teem correct principles and seek to be
governed by them, so far as they know
them.

But there is a very great differ-
ence between this spirit and feeling
that leads men to do right, which
is emphatically denominated a portion
of the Spirit of God, which is given
to every man to profit withal, and
what is termed in the Scriptures the


