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if necessary, bear witness that the power
of God was manifested at that time, to
the joy and satisfaction of the Saints. It
was necessary that there should be some
manifestation of the power of God, be-
cause the people were divided. There
was considerable of doubt as to who
should lead the Church. People had
supposed that Joseph would live to re-
deem Zion. They felt very much as the
disciples did after the crucifixion: "We
trusted," said they to the Savior, whom
they knew not, while speaking of their
Lord, "that it had been he which should
have redeemed Israel." They were sad-
dened in their hearts. So the Saints were
when the Prophet Joseph was taken
from them. Some even went so far as
to think that perhaps God would resur-
rect him, they had such an idea about
his continued earthly connection with
this work. But no sooner did Pres-
ident Young arise than the power of
God rested down upon him in the face
of the people. It did not appear to
be Brigham Young; it appeared to be
Joseph Smith that spoke to the people—
Joseph in his looks, in his manner, and
in his voice; even his figure was trans-
formed so that it looked like that of
Joseph, and everybody present, who had
the Spirit of God, saw that he was the
man whom God had chosen to hold the
keys now that the Prophet Joseph had
gone behind the veil, and that he had
given him power to exercise them. And
from that time forward, notwithstand-
ing the claims of Sidney Rigdon, notwith-
standing the claims of Strang, notwith-
standing the claims of William Smith,
John E. Page and others who drew off
from the Church in the days of Nauvoo;
and notwithstanding the claims of other
men who have since drawn off from the

Church and made great pretensions, God
has borne testimony to the acts and
teachings of His servant Brigham, and
those of his servants, the Apostles, who
received the keys in connection with
him. God sustained him and upheld him,
and he blessed all those that listened to
his counsel. No man that ever obeyed
all his counsels and teachings was ever
cursed, but was always blessed of God;
while those who disobeyed his counsel
did not prosper. We have all seen this.
He led the people by the power of God
into this wilderness, taking upon himself
such responsibility as no other man dare
take, which, of course, he was inspired
of God to do. In various ways God sus-
tained him to the time of his death. All
the authority, all the power, all the keys,
and all the blessings that were necessary
for the guidance of this people he held.
He held them as his fellowservants, the
Apostles, held them; only he, being the
senior, had the right to preside, and did
preside, God sustaining him in so doing.
Then when he died there was no need
for any peculiar or overpowering mani-
festation, such as was witnessed when
the Prophet Joseph died, because the au-
thority of the Priesthood was recognized,
and among the Twelve there was no dis-
sent. We all knew the man whose right
it was to preside, there being no doubt
upon this matter. We knew he had the
authority. We knew that there was only
one man at a time upon the earth that
could hold the keys of the kingdom of
God, and that man was the presiding
Apostle.

Other names had at one time pre-
ceded President John Taylor in the
order of the Twelve. There were
various reasons for this. Two of
the Apostles had lost their standing,


