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articles of faith or religion. So with the
heathen nations, so-called. They have
formed idols of wood and stone; others
have chosen the heavenly bodies, such as
the sun, which represent to them certain
qualities which they think deity should
possess. Not that the heathen nations
really and truly worship the wood or the
stone, as such; but the images which
they set up, or the objects which they
adore merely draw their attention to
something behind and above and greater
than those objects. So with the Roman
Catholic. When he bows down before the
image of the Virgin Mary, or before the
image of the Savior upon the cross, he
does not profess to worship the picture
or the image; these are merely methods
to lead the mind to something beyond
what the natural eye sees. But then,
these various deities which people wor-
ship are, after all, the emanation of their
own minds; they are gods of their own in-
vention. Herein lies the great difference
between the sects of Christendom and
of heathendom, and the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. The people
of this peculiar Church worship a Being
who has to some extent manifested him-
self to them, and who has told them what
they know concerning Him. And the rev-
elations He has made to us of Himself,
and of the Gospel of salvation that we
have received have been given in this
our day and time through men whom He
Himself has chosen for this purpose. So
with regard to the different ordinances
and doctrines of the Church to which we
belong; and so with our mode of worship,
and everything belonging to our religion.
It has all been revealed to us, and we
accept it as having come from a higher
source.

Our religion consists of that which

God reveals to us, not of that which we
make ourselves and then offer to Him.
Some people seem to have the idea that
God ought to receive their worship, no
matter in what way it is made; that
He ought to accept the ordinances which
they administer or receive, no matter
what they may be; that all the worship
which they offer ought to be accepted
by Deity, no matter in what shape or
form it may be devised. This is be-
cause the inhabitants of the earth do
not understand the true and living God
and His ways. The Lord will not ac-
cept that which He Himself has not ap-
pointed; He will not acknowledge that
which He Himself has not revealed. The
inhabitants of the earth are, of course,
at liberty to devise modes of worship,
and they may frame their own religious
tenets and doctrines, but these are not
acceptable to the Lord, neither is it rea-
sonable that He should be expected to ac-
cept them. When God manifests Himself
to the inhabitants of the earth and re-
veals to them truth, and makes known
to them ordinances, then the people are
under obligations to receive that which
God has manifested; but God Almighty is
not under obligation to accept that which
man has invented. It is true that the doc-
trines which God has revealed in these
latter days are not new; that they are
not revealed for the first time, because
we are living in the latter days. In pre-
vious ages of the world God manifested
himself and revealed to the inhabitants
of the earth His ways and called upon
them to walk in his path; and, therefore,
a great many things which God has re-
vealed to us may be found in the ancient
Scriptures. Holy men of old, called in
the same way as men are in these days,
have left on record some things which


