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I have thought sometimes that we
take too narrow a view of the character
and purposes of God. When the Lord in-
troduces a dispensation to His servants,
as a general thing it becomes necessary
for them to operate in the interests of
many. There is one thing, however, that
should not escape our notice. From the
verses which I have read the importance
and the necessity of the Apostles being
united, was shown, in order that the
purposes of the Lord might be effective
in the world. For unless the Apostles
and those that believed on them were
united, the world could not believe in
the mission and purposes of the Sav-
ior. Therefore Jesus prayed to the Fa-
ther that all those whom the Father had
given Him might be one as He and the
Father were one, that the world might
believe that the Father had sent Him.
In fact this is what the Lord designed
to effect through Israel in bringing them
out from Egyptian bondage; He wished
to make of them a united people, a pecu-
liar nation, a nation of people whom God
could honor and respect in order that
the world might believe, and that they
might receive the blessings which He
wished to bestow upon them, inasmuch
as the human race are all the offspring
of God; and if Israel had carried out His
requirements, the world, no doubt would
have been greatly benefited thereby, and
the purposes of God more fully effected.
The Lord wished to show His character,
and the character of the heavens, and
wished to extend his love and blessings
through Israel to the whole human fam-
ily; but Israel was disobedient and would
not hearken to His voice. And as to
the Apostles, so far as their fulfilling the
wishes of the Savior concerning their be-
ing one, we are told by the revelations

of the Lord through the Prophet Joseph,
that his disciples in days of old had feel-
ings one against another, and forgave not
one another in their hearts, and for this
reason they were chastened, yes, they
were sorely chastened. The Apostles
were persecuted, and with one exception
perhaps, were finally martyred. And the
churches they established never came to
that union which the Savior prayed for,
and consequently they failed to stand
the tide of opposition. The Latter-day
Saints are trying to do the work that
Israel failed to do; and that the former
Saints did not accomplish, and we can
only do it by becoming one even as the
Father and the Son are one, and this in
order that the world may believe that
we are sent of God. We have got to be
perfect, and come to the measure of the
stature of Christ Jesus, in order that the
world may know that Jesus has sent and
commissioned His Apostles, and restored
the holy Priesthood. If we have divi-
sion in our midst; if we be divided ei-
ther spiritually or temporally, we never
can be the people that God designs us
to become, nor can we ever become in-
struments in His hands of making the
world believe that the holy Priesthood
has been restored, and that we have the
everlasting Gospel. In order for us to ef-
fect the purposes of God, we shall have
to do as Jesus did—conform our individ-
ual will to the will of God, not only in
one thing, but in all things, and to live
so that the will of God shall be in us.
We have the same Priesthood that Je-
sus had, and we have got to do as He
did, to make sacrifice of our own desires
and feelings as He did, perhaps not to
die martyrs as He did, but we have got
to make sacrifices in order to carry out
the purposes of God, or we shall not be


