
340 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

effect that whosoever would not respect
the God of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego should be cut to pieces and a
dunghill be made of their houses. In
this way the people in Jerusalem and in
the country round about while in cap-
tivity were compelled to have regard to
the true God, according to the edict of
the heathen king. This is the way God
worked in those days.

Finally when Jesus came, he came
as a sacrifice not simply in the interest
of Israel, or the posterity of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, but in the interest of
the whole human family, that in Him
all men might be blessed, that in Him
all men might be saved; and His mis-
sion was to make provision by which the
whole human family might receive the
benefits of the everlasting Gospel, not, as
I say, Israel alone, but the whole human
race; and not alone those dwelling upon
the earth, but those also in the spirit
world. The Apostles at first did not com-
prehend the universality of the purpose
of the Lord, and it took the Lord some
time to convince them. There was Peter,
he had the idea that the Gospel was to
be confined to the Jews; and in order to
show him to the contrary the Lord sent
a special manifestation, in the form of
a sheet let down from heaven contain-
ing all manner of beasts, and then com-
manded him to arise, slay and eat. But
Peter demurred, giving as a reason, that
nothing unclean had entered his mouth.
But he was told that what the Lord had
made clean no man should call unclean.
And after he had received this heavenly
vision, he was waited on by messengers
sent by a distinguished personage. It ap-
pears that the Lord had found a Gentile
who honored Him, who gave much alms
to the poor, and who prayed honestly and

fervently unto Him. When Peter was
conducted by the messenger to the place
he learned that it was Cornelius, a Gen-
tile, who had sent for him; who had as-
sembled with his friends to hear what
the Lord had to communicate. When Pe-
ter discovered himself in the company
of Gentiles he considered it highly im-
proper for one who was a Jew to be seen
associating with that class of people.
And then Cornelius explained how that
an angel had appeared to him instruct-
ing him to send to Joppa to the house of
one Simon, a tanner, etc. On hearing this
Peter commenced preaching to him and
his Gentile friends. And while he was
speaking the Holy Ghost fell upon them,
and they spake in tongues and prophe-
sied. His eyes were now opened, and his
views became changed from those nar-
row conceptions that he had entertained
in regard to the dispensation of the bless-
ings of the Lord being confined to a few.
But when he saw that the Holy Ghost
was upon them as it had fallen upon
his own people, he asked, Who can for-
bid water that they should not be bap-
tized? And he commanded that they be
baptized. Peter learned that the Gospel
of the kingdom was to go to all nations,
that all might receive the benefits of the
same, according to the promise made to
Abraham, that in him and in Christ, his
seed, all the nations of the earth should
be blessed.

It was equally difficult to convince the
other Apostles in regard to this matter,
for when they found what Peter had done
they chided him for so doing; so he ex-
plained to them how this departure oc-
curred; how that the Lord had convinced
him as to the propriety of allowing the
Gentiles to be baptized.


