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by which the nations were to be healed
of their moral maladies, by which they
were to be enlightened from their hea-
then darkness, and by which they were
to be elevated to an intellectual and
moral plane that should bring them up
to the high destiny which their Creator
had ordained for them, and to bring to
pass that perfection which was augured,
not only in the religion of Jesus, but also
plainly indicated in the constitution of
man. Today we have a nominal accep-
tance of Christianity as a revealed re-
ligion. There are but few people liv-
ing who are so obtuse in their minds, or
who are so morally degraded in their na-
ture, or so far lost to every sense of per-
sonal respect and Christian propriety, as
to deny the goodness of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, of which the Apostle Paul
avowed himself as not ashamed—very
few indeed. The 5th, 6th and 7th chap-
ters of Matthew containing the sermon
on the Mount are an embodiment of di-
vinity, are a compilation of principles,
are an association of ideas, that are un-
paralleled and are inimitable in the writ-
ings and learning of the world. They
contain the principles that constitute the
groundwork upon which correct nature
is to be established. Now then, my
friends, if this be true in the light of mod-
ern science, of modern philosophy, in the
light of the civilization of the nineteenth
century, these principles appear as bril-
liant, undimmed and as transcendent in
luster as any of the axiomatic principles,
proverbs, and sayings of the learned and
the wise of all the ages that are gone
by. Zoroaster never chronicled their
equal; Matthew never penned a compila-
tion of such principles as are to be found
there; Confucius never left on the record
of his time principles that reach down

into the innermost depth of human na-
ture, and there bring up into man's des-
tiny the design of his creator as has been
revealed in those principles. And yet,
my friends, these were the doctrines and
principles that were opposed, mark me,
and the propagandists of those princi-
ples were the men that were followed up
with the most untiring opposition, that
were persecuted with the most relentless
hand; the men who represented these
world-redeeming doctrines, the purify-
ing, elevating institutions of Christian-
ity were the men that suffered martyr-
dom, the men that lost their lives that
they might find them, even lives eternal,
and they lost them, too; at the hands
of men who were considered the repre-
sentative men of the time, the learned
expounders of prophecy, the expounders
of law, the teachers of the principles of
civil and criminal jurisprudence, men
who were deeply versed in the lore of
the time, familiar with every branch of
the literature of their age, and yet these
were the most cruel and uncharitable el-
ements which Christianity had to cope
with in its growing influence in the day
when the Apostle Paul averred that he
was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,
for it was the power of God unto salva-
tion to all who would believe.

Today we have the principles of this
same Christianity presented to the world
in the same attitude, presented with
the same conditions—avowed with the
same sincerity, and its doctrines in-
culcated with the same assiduity and
zeal that marked the Apostles of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ over 1,800 years
ago. And does it meet with any op-
position today? Need I ask this ques-
tion? Scarcely. The people called
Latter-day Saints have for a number


