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heaven which God has established in the
hearts of the Latter-day Saints, compre-
hend not the designs of God, nor the
spirit by which this people is actuated,
that spirit which is leading them on and
which enabled them to take joyfully the
spoiling of their goods in Missouri and
Ohio, and which still will enable them to
sacrifice their all for the sake of the lib-
erties of the everlasting Gospel, if God
shall permit it to be so. What are houses
and lands, what are goods and chat-
tels, what is this city or thousands of
cities like this compared with the liber-
ties of the Gospel, the principles of wor-
shipping and serving God according to
His revealed will? God still lives who
has led us all our life long to these val-
leys, and He will guide and direct our
steps. But oh how strange that men
pretending to be statesmen should read
history so poorly as to suppose that by
might and power, by bonds and penal-
ties they can chain men's thoughts or
prevent them from acting according to
their convictions. The power of might
may destroy me—destroy you; it may
break up homes and demolish cities,
but it will be like the Canada thistle
when it first made its appearance in New
England. This weed was a great pest

to the farmers, and it became a ques-
tion among that class how to prevent its
spreading. Some attempted to dig the
thistles out, but they would spring up
again all around the old stalk, and it was
conceded by others that they could not
be controlled. There was one man who
owned a plantation who was determined
to work vigorously for their extinction
upon their first appearance on his land;
and so determined was he that when he
first discovered their whereabouts upon
his plantation he built a log heap over
them and set fire to it, leaving a pile of
ashes to mark the spot where the thistles
appeared. On the following season, to his
great surprise, he found that where the
log heap stood there was a perfect bed of
Canada thistles, that the ashes left from
the fire was just the food for the thistle
to thrive on. So you will find it will be
with us. After political demagogues and
hireling priests and adventurers shall
have expended their strength in trying
to dig up and fire out of the land what
they term "Mormonism."

May the Lord help us to prove true to
the trust that He has reposed in us, is
my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


