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—until he should send the Comforter
whose mission it was to show them
things to come, bring all things which
he had taught to their remembrance and
lead them into all truth.

They had listened to the words of life
and light as the marvelous sermon on
the Mount came from the divine lips of
their Lord and Master: they had seen
him touch the eyes of the blind, making
them to see again, the ears of the deaf
to hear, and had witnessed his power
quicken into life, the decomposing body
of the dead; they had traveled through-
out the land of Judea with, and perhaps
watched many weary nights to keep him
from the injury of those who desired to
harm him; they had eaten and drank
with, and slept by him, listening by night
and day to the inspired instructions; but,
notwithstanding all the experience thus
gained during years of unsurpassed op-
portunity for learning the truth as it was
in him, they were not yet fully quali-
fied and authorized to preach that per-
fect law of liberty—the Gospel of their
Redeemer. Hence the command, "Tarry
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endowed with power from on high."

The Comforter which came to them
is the same that has come to us, and
his mission then, as we have demon-
strated it now to be, was to bring
things to the remembrance, show things
to come and lead unto all truth. No
man has authority to preach the Gospel
and administer its ordinances without
a commission from Jesus Christ; and
the seal of such commission has al-
ways been, and always will be the gifts,
blessings and endorsement of the Holy
Ghost, which, not only leads to the
form, but also to the power of godliness.

It is this that cheers the hearts of
the Latter-day Saints, brings knowledge
of things past, present, and to come,
unites and makes them in their testi-
mony, hopes and aspirations, distinct
from all the world—a peculiar people.

The Elders of Israel acting under the
authority of an endless Priesthood, bear
the message of peace, of life and salva-
tion to the inhabitants of a fallen world.
Without money and without price they
visit the ends of the earth and, while
warning the wicked of the judgments to
come, they urge the honest and good to
gather, before the coming of the great
and dreadful day when Babylon shall
fall. Bearing a faithful testimony, they
speak of that which they know and tes-
tify of that which they have experienced,
saying, "do the will of the Father and you
shall know whether the doctrine is true
or false." In this, their testimony differs
from that of the ministers of all other re-
ligious denominations, and they not only
speak as having authority, but they have
it. Where, outside of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is there
a man authorized to make the promise
of the knowledge of God by revelation as
the reward of obedience to the principles
of the Gospel? Who, beside the Elders
of this Church are commissioned to per-
form ordinances in the name of the Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Ghost through which,
and by which, the Comforter comes to
the obedient penitent, leading him into
all truth and showing him things to
come? Who, beside them are authorized
by God, commissioned by Jesus and en-
dorsed by the Holy Spirit to preach re-
pentance, baptism and the laying on of
hands, saying to the inhabitants of the
earth, "believe in the doctrines of Jesus


