GOD'S PECULIAR PEOPLE, ETC.

sing and salvation, to ameliorating the
condition of their fellow men, and ele-
vating them in the scale of their being;
and among those also who receive the
fullness of the Everlasting Gospel, and
the keys of Priesthood in the last days,
through whom God determined to gather
up again unto himself a peculiar peo-
ple, a holy nation, a pure seed that shall
stand upon Mount Zion as saviors, not
only to the house of Israel but also to the
house of Esau.

Now the work of carrying the Gospel
to the nations and gathering the peo-
ple, mighty as it is, is not the chief, it
is but laying the foundation for the still
greater work of the redemption of the
myriads of the dead of the seed of Is-
rael that have perished without the full-
ness of the Gospel, who too are heirs to
the promised blessings; but the time had
not come when they passed away for the
fulfillment of all that God had promised
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob concerning
their seed: Ezekiel in the 37th chapter
of his book beautifully illustrates this
doctrine in his vision of the valley of
dry bones. I respectfully refer you to
it. The substance of the vision is this:
The Lord showed Ezekiel a valley full
of dry human bones; and he asks him
if those bones can live. Ezekiel an-
swered, "O Lord God, thou knowest."
The Lord then tells him to prophesy
to the bones: Oh ye dry bones. Hear
the word of the Lord; and as he did
so there was a shaking, and behold the
bones came together, bone to its bone;
and according to the word of the Lord
through him, flesh and skin and sinews
came upon them, and the breath of life
came into them, and lo, and behold,
they stood upon their feet an exceed-
ingly great army. The Lord then tells
the Prophet that these are the whole
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house of Israel; and that they complain
of the non-fulfillment of the promises
upon their head, saying, "Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost: all are cut off
for our parts." But he further tells him
to prophesy unto them, saying, "Thus
saith the Lord God; Behold, O my peo-
ple, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and
bring you into the land of Israel,” etc.
And by whom shall this great and mar-
velous work be accomplished? I answer,
by the thousands of Manasseh and the
ten thousands of Ephraim; by this same
people who shall search out and gather
together the house of Israel, and who will
come up as saviors upon Mount Zion.

Paul tells wus concerning the
Melchizedek Priesthood, that it is af-
ter the order of an endless life, without
beginning of days or end of years; or, in
other words, that it is eternal; that it
ministers in time and also in eternity.
Peter, James and John and their fellow
laborers still minister in their Priest-
hood on the other side of the veil; and
Joseph Smith and his fellow brethren
still minister in their office and calling
under the counsel and direction of the
same Peter, James and John who minis-
tered on earth, and who conferred upon
Joseph the keys of their Priesthood; and
all the Elders of this dispensation who
prove faithful and magnify their calling
in the flesh will, when they pass hence,
continue their labors in the spirit world,
retaining the same holy character and
high responsibility that they assume
here. And these men will be engaged
there hunting up the remnants of their
fathers of the house of Joseph through
Ephraim and Manasseh; and then all
the other tribes of Israel; while their



