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self to humanity? "No. He used to do so
hundreds of years ago." And why does he
not do it now? "Because the day of rev-
elation has gone by," they say. Who told
them so? The fact is that for a long pe-
riod the people have not been expecting
to receive revelations from God. They
have not sought for them and, therefore,
have not obtained them. But we find in
the Old Scriptures a promise something
like this: "Return unto me, and I will re-
turn unto you, saith the Lord. Even from
the days of your fathers you have gone
away from mine ordinances, and have
not kept them," you have "transgressed
the laws, changed the ordinances, and
broken the everlasting covenant;" now
"Return unto me, and I will return unto
you, saith the Lord of hosts."

We also find in the scriptures the dec-
laration, that God changeth not, that he
is "the same yesterday, today, and for-
ever." And we may reasonably infer that
if God was a God of revelation hundreds
of years ago, he is the same God of rev-
elation today, only the people do not in-
quire of him, they do not seek unto him
in the right way that they may obtain
communications from him. The Apostle
James declares, "If any of you lack wis-
dom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him. But let him ask in
faith, nothing wavering. For he that wa-
vereth is like a wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed."

It appears then that God may be ap-
proached; that we may ask of him, but if
we do ask of him we must ask in faith.
We must believe. If we do not believe
we will not obtain. This principle of
faith seems to be the means of approach-
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ing the Almighty. If we take up the Bible
and read how the ancients received rev-
elation, we find that they approached
God by faith. And further, we learn
that when God communicated anything
to them they tried to carry it out in their
practice; they tried to embody in their
lives those instructions and communica-
tions. As Brother Bywater, who preceded
me this afternoon, has quoted: "Fear
God, and keep his commandments: for
this is the whole duty of man." Those
holy men of old, when they learned any-
thing from God were willing to carry
it out, no matter what the cost might
be. God held communion with them by
means of the Holy Ghost, which seems to
be the natural means of communication
between God and man.

The word and will of God were re-
vealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith.
Why should we not receive this blessing
of heavenly communication in our day?
As Latter-day Saints we have our names
cast out as evil, simply because we be-
lieve in this doctrine of receiving com-
munication from God. We are simple
enough to believe that God will speak to
people now if they will approach him in
the right way. Men have borne testimony
that they have received communication
from above, and have made known the
same to us; and having believed on their
word and done exactly as they directed
us, God has confirmed the truth of their
words upon our hearts, with signs follow-
ing. And now we can say to ourselves
we know that God lives, that he com-
municates to men; we know the channel
of communication is opened up between
the heavens and the earth, and that the
people of the nineteenth century, by tak-
ing a proper course and exercising faith



