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The speaker read the 10th, 11th,
12th, 13th, 14th and 15th verses of the
14th chapter of Exodus, and then said:

There is an important lesson con-
tained in these verses, and the lesson is
not only applicable to this community as
a whole, but to each individual. It ap-
pears that the children of Israel at the
time referred to in the passage I have
read, were not very well acquainted with
the Lord, or with his ability to carry
out his purposes. They, however, had
not the opportunities of becoming ac-
quainted with him, as have the Latter-
day Saints. They had seen some of the
works of the Lord wrought in the pres-
ence of the Egyptians as well as in their
own presence; but their hearts had not
been touched, neither had their under-
standings been enlightened by the intel-
ligence of the Holy Spirit, as has been
the case with the Latter-day Saints, and
therefore, when they were brought to
face the Red Sea, which, to all human ap-
pearance, was impassable, and with the
armies of the Egyptians pressing close
upon them, their hearts failed them.

The Latter-day Saints in latter
days have been placed in circum-
stances very similar. I well remem-

ber in my own experience the Latter-day
Saints being placed in situations where
it became very necessary for them to rely
upon their knowledge of the things of
God and their faith in His power to carry
out His purposes.

It is not at all strange that the Is-
raelites at that time, possessing the lit-
tle knowledge they did, should be con-
siderably alarmed, or that they should
display a great amount of ignorance and
folly, having expressed themselves to
Moses as being in doubt as to the propri-
ety of attempting to deliver them from
their fettered condition, notwithstand-
ing the Egyptians had been so severe
upon them, and had taken the lives of
their children, yet they had so little faith
in the word of the Lord through their
deliverer, Moses, that they were will-
ing to still continue slaves rather than
place themselves under the direction of
the Almighty. They wished to know of
Moses if there were not sufficient graves
in Egypt that it became necessary for
them to be destroyed by the army of
Pharaoh in the wilderness, and chided
Moses for the course he had pursued,
and wished themselves back in bondage.

I do not think the Latter-day



