HUMAN RIGHTS, ETC.

Is this the age of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness? Is this the
age when we are to enjoy those immu-
nities and guarantees which the high-
est conservators of human wisdom, the
founders of our great Constitution were
enabled to give unto us, to bequeath unto
us as their patrimony? Alas! alas! It is
in this instance as in that expressed by
Oliver Goldsmith:

Il fares the land, to hastening ills
a prey, Where wealth accumulates and
men decay.

When men will tell you that the con-
stitution is not sufficient; that we have
grown beyond it—that there is no sa-
credness to be attached to any institu-
tion that comes short in its provisions
to supply means by which party pur-
poses and popular prejudices can be fos-
tered and carried into execution, that
all these things must go by the way—I
fear for my country; I fear for any na-
tion and any people so situated. For re-
member, this is not the only age that
mankind has lived. We go to Egypt, we
go to Chaldee and to Central Arabia, and
we find these relics of an ancient civ-
ilization, many phases of which would
put to the blush the vanity and pride
of the intelligence of the age in which
we live. They have gone; the genera-
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tions then living have melted away. And
the generations that now live will pass
away; but God lives and rules, and his
purposes will roll on. And, pardon me, I
will close my remarks with another cou-
plet:

"Yet I doubt not through the
ages One eternal purpose runs,
And the thoughts of men are

widened By the process of the suns."

And by the development and the uphold-
ing of the principles of nature God is con-
summating his designs, which will ter-
minate in the salvation of man and the
perfection of the earth as a residence for
the redeemed of all past ages, when the
light of the sun will not be needed, for
the glory of God will be the light, and
intelligence and truth shall flow as the
mighty ocean, and knowledge shall cover
the great deep, and no man then need
say, Know ye the Lord, for all shall know
him from the least to the greatest; and
every man in every place will meet a
brother and a friend.

May God in His own due time has-
ten these things, and we, His children,
be prepared for every dispensation of His
providence, is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus, Amen.



