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high destiny awaiting man; that there
is an ultimatum pertaining to his being
that science cannot unfold, that philoso-
phy cannot teach, that man's experience
and observation cannot gather the ma-
terials for the solution of; but they see
a grandness in the structure of the hu-
man frame, they see a profoundness in
the constitution of his mind; they see
such a variety of adaptations and com-
binations in his person that augurs for
him a higher life and nobler results and
grander purposes, than are presented
within the narrow realm of his mortal
sphere, in which he now sojourns. But
to say what that life is, to explain what
will be his future destiny and the future
destiny of the human family at large, the
earth and the universe, who can tell?
The wisest of men here bow their heads
in humility, their countenances become
more or less suffused with expressions of
humiliation. They stand in the presence
of the future, the effect of which they
feel, but the character of which they do
not comprehend; and they will say with
Professor Proctor and others, that what-
ever may be the laws that will bring to
pass the resurrection of the world, as the
prophets have said, it will die and pass
away; what will be the laws and pow-
ers and forces that will make themselves
manifest in the resurrection or regener-
ation of matter, they do not know, but
they believe that there exists in nature
an intelligent power which will conduct
her operations to eternal perpetuity.

My friends, we are indebted to rev-
elation as the source of knowledge;
we are indebted to God and angels,
and the spirit of revelation, for our
understanding of those divine princi-
ples which afford a clear and final
solution to these important and vi-
tal inquiries. As Latter-day Saints

we appeal to this source; and while we do
not ignore any truth, come from where it
may, or wherever found, whether upon
Christian or heathen ground, we hail
the light of the everlasting Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ which has been re-
vealed in our day and dispensation as
the only unerring, as the only truthful
and unqualifiedly certain mode of inter-
pretation by which we can attain to a
knowledge of these things. We may say,
the works of God and the word of God
both constitute the avenues of human
information, and that whoever ignores
the one deprives himself of much of the
benefits which flow from accepting the
other; that there are two doors which
open to the temple of truth, and they
are both indispensably necessary to en-
gage man's full capacity and to endow
him with the principles of knowledge,
and with the purposes of his being here
upon the earth, together with his origin
and final destiny.

My beloved friends, I feel grateful
for a knowledge of these things; I feel
thankful that God has restored again
the fulness of the Gospel of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, and that we
are living in the dispensation in which
God has foretold through his ancient
servants the prophets that he would
make known his mind and will concern-
ing the earth and its inhabitants, and
his purposes in relation to them; and
that he will bring to pass all of his
great and grand designs as they have
been foreshadowed in the volumes of
revelation from the earliest period of
his speaking to the children of men to
the present hour. And as Latter-day
Saints we rely especially and entirely
upon him for absolute truth. Although
men deny this, they say there is no such
thing as absolute truth, that all truth is


