HOW THE GOSPEL IS PREACHED BY THE ELDERS, ETC.

tainly revelation from God, should not be
introduced in their midst. They would
not have it. We have seen it in our own
age, in this enlightened nation, occupy-
ing the foremost rank of all the nations
of the earth, prominent for liberty, and
for the freedom of its government, laws
and institutions.

Joseph Smith, the Prophet of God, did
not arrogate to himself any superiority
over his fellows, but he said that every
man might be a prophet of God, might
have the testimony of Jesus Christ, if he
would live for it. He did not go among
the people and say, "I have been cho-
sen and elected to be something supe-
rior to all the rest of you; I have re-
ceived blessings which no other man can
receive." This was not his doctrine nor
his teaching, but he said that every man
that would obey the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and have the ordinances
administered to him by one having au-
thority, should receive the Holy Ghost,
and that would make him a prophet, it
would fill him with the Spirit of God,
which is the spirit of prophecy; and be-
cause he declared this, because he de-
clared the equality of man before God,
because he contended that the souls of
men in the nineteenth century were as
precious in the sight of God as they were
in the first century of the Christian Era,
or at any time anterior to that era; be-
cause he declared that God was the same
in these days as he was in ancient days;
because he declared that God was not
a God who made distinction among his
creatures; that he did not manifest light
to one generation and refuse it to an-
other who were equally faithful in seek-
ing for it—because he declared these doc-
trines in this nation and in this age his
life was sacrificed. Our existence to-
day in these mountains, the existence
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of Utah as a Territory in its present form,
is due to religious intolerance, and is
due also to the fact that a community
has grown up who contend for religious
equality before God, who claim that they
are as good as their fathers in the sight
of God, who contend that, however weak
and fallible they may be, they at least
are the children of God, and the heav-
ens are open to them, if they have equal
faith, as they were to their fathers who
lived 1,800 or 2,000 or 3,000 years ago.
Utah became an organized territory be-
cause of this fact; that there had been
begotten in the hearts of the people the
feeling to seek after God as their fathers
did, to seek for him that they might find
him and obtain knowledge from him for
themselves, not content to read of the
blessings, of the powers, and gifts, and of
the ordinances of salvation that were ex-
tended to others, thousands of years ago.
The mere reading of these things would
not satisfy this people. Nothing short
of the actual realization of the blessings
would satisfy the yearnings of their soul.
And they stand today as a living protest
against religious intolerance, and in fa-
vor of the old faith that existed upon
the earth thousands of years ago, seek-
ing for the old paths, teaching their chil-
dren that God is the same today that he
ever was, and that they must seek unto
him as they did in ancient days to obtain
knowledge of him and from him. And
we began in this way: The Lord com-
manded us to go without purse or scrip—
a good way of testing us to see whether
our desires to know him were real or
not—to go out in the midst of a cruel and
unfeeling world, opposed to us, opposed
to the ideas we entertained, priests
feeling as they did in ancient days,
that their craft was in danger. "Why,"



