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every valley and pass through every
town north and south, night or day, with-
out hearing a word that would be im-
proper, without ever witnessing a ges-
ture that would annoy them; emigrants
with their wagons coming in and leaving
them in town unguarded, and not a thing
harmed or taken—I say, it might be
thought, viewing and witnessing these
results—the virtue, the temperance, the
good order, the frugality, the industry,
the enterprise, the liberality, the honesty
of the people, that somebody would think
and say:

"What do all these attacks mean?
Why is this crusade being waged against
a people of this kind. Surely fifty mil-
lions of people with all the advantages
of the age—the press, telegraph wires,
pulpit, day and Sabbath schools, the
wonderful improvements that are being
brought out—everything in fact, in their
power, including the wealth of the world
at their command, surely these fifty mil-
lions of people should suffer a few thou-
sands of people in Utah, to dwell in some
degree of peace without constantly urg-
ing on the dogs of war against them;
without hounding on every vile fellow in
the nation to rob them and to engage in
crusades against them, with the assur-
ance that they will be justified in doing
so."

But no, this is not to be; it is not
thus written; it is not the destiny of
this people. We would never be the peo-
ple God intends and designs us to be
if we were to be let alone. The war-
fare must go on; it is an unceasing one;
the powers are arrayed one against an-
other, with God on one side and the
Adversary on the other. The devil is
not going to relinquish his ground. He
has tried falsehood from the beginning,
and tried it successfully in many in-
stances. It has been said of him that

he was a liar from the beginning; and it
is certain he has not lost his old charac-
teristics. He has succeeded by means of
murder many times in the history of our
race. He has contrived by this agency to
maintain his foothold in the earth for a
long time. He thinks, like men think who
steal things and keep them for a long
time, that he is the owner of the stolen
property. The man who jumps another
man's land or claim, the longer he pos-
sesses it, the more assured he becomes
that he ought to have it. Satan is imbued
with this same idea; and he has recourse
to the old method of warfare—lying; and
lies are being circulated until the ear is
tired listening to them. Every conceiv-
able falsehood! Then he supplements
lies with violence, and even murder has
been resorted to. He thinks, if he can
kill a man that puts an end to him; if he
can kill a people that destroys them and
their influence. But this time it is an-
other sort of a work. God has spoken con-
cerning this work; this is the last work
that the Prophets or the Apostles have
called the dispensation of the fullness of
times. There was to be a time when Sa-
tan should have to recede inch by inch,
step by step. That time has come. The
column of the righteous, of the true is
pressing onward; there is an irresistible
power behind it. It will go forward gath-
ering into its ranks the honest and virtu-
ous from every nation; just as sure as we
live this will be the case. It will gather
people from every nation. It seems like
a very strange thing to say, but on all
proper occasions I say it with a great deal
of pleasure, at home and from home, that
I have been taught from early life that
the day would come when republican in-
stitutions would be in danger in this


