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such care. We ought to bestow the best
efforts and energies of our lives to build
up his kingdom, establish his righteous-
ness, and make him our friend for time
and eternity.

I would not dwell too lengthily upon
these things, although they show the di-
vine goodness and tenderness. Is there
a loving father that deals more affection-
ately with his children than this? Could
the Lord deal more lovingly with us? It is
to be feared that his tender mercies are
so abundant, and we become so used to
them as to grow ungrateful.

A few words in regard to the funda-
mental law established for the guidance
of the people of this great nation, called
the Constitution of the United States,
that instrument was framed by our fore-
fathers, who purchased the power to do
so with their blood; they were men who
went into the revolutionary war pledg-
ing their lives, their fortunes, their sa-
cred honor, and placed everything they
possessed upon the altar of liberty. The
Constitution they adopted has been ad-
mitted by European statesmen to be
the grandest palladium of human rights
known upon the earth. The flag of our
nation has commanded respect in every
part of this habitable globe, whether on
land or sea.

All representatives and officers of
the government, state or national, from
the highest to the lowest, lift up their
hands to heaven and swear that they
will observe that Constitution and the
laws of the nation or State, as the of-
fice may require, to the best of their
knowledge and ability, so help them
God. When Congress so far descends
as to make special laws, and send forth
its legislative missiles to us bearing
the odor, power, and character of at-

tainder, and ex post facto laws; when
they can provide, directly or indirectly,
for conviction without trial by jury; when
they frame and pass measures having
for their object the deprivation or spo-
liation of rights common to all citizens,
and that in direct opposition to the provi-
sions of the Constitution, as appears on
the face of the Edmunds' bill, they them-
selves violate that oath of office which
they took before God and their country.
They may, standing in high places, think
that it does not become citizens to ques-
tion their acts; but citizens of this Re-
public are the sovereigns of the nation;
and when the Constitution was created
it was provided that every power not
granted by that instrument was retained
by the people. Public men, in the true
spirit of the Constitution of our govern-
ment, are the servants of the people, put
in office to administer the will of the peo-
ple as defined in that instrument.

When men in high places forget
themselves, and in violation of their
oaths dictate or forbid what shall or
what shall not be observed as reli-
gious rites, they become amenable to the
higher laws, and will have to answer
to the charge of perjury to an immortal
court, from whose decisions mortals have
found no mode of appeal by any bill of ex-
ceptions.

The principles upon which our gov-
ernment is founded are most excel-
lent, and to all intents and purposes
most satisfactory. The great and
learned Webster, Clay, and their con-
temporaries, considered them a stan-
dard of liberty—far above that of any
other country upon our globe; some-
thing that every American had cause
to be proud of. If the American na-
tion will be governed by its doctrines, it


