THE LAST DISPENSATION, ETC.

and maintain the principles of freedom
and liberty, as claimed by our fathers
and consolidated in the Constitution of
the United States, and in which is writ-
ten this remarkable declaration: "Let no
man break the laws of the land, for he
that keepeth the laws of God has no need
to break the laws of the land;" and we
are further told that we should uphold
and maintain that law which is the Con-
stitutional law of the land; for, the Lord
said, the Constitution was established by
wise men whom he raised up for that
purpose, after the land had been re-
deemed by bloodshed. This doctrine was
taught by the Prophet Joseph Smith, in
the early days of this people, and can-
not be separated from the religion we
have embraced; and by the help of the
Lord we mean to maintain those prin-
ciples to the end, notwithstanding that
some of our American statesmen wax
wanton in their feelings and tyrannical
in their acts and expressions, while re-
ligious bigots and political demagogues
are undermining the foundations of our
American institutions. They commence
today upon Utah; but it is not the first
time. From the time the declaration
was made in Philadelphia by the repub-
lican party there have been divers de-
partures from those principles embraced
in our American Constitution. Had the
people of America listened to the voice
of the Lord through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, they would have long since freed
their slaves in an amicable, an hon-
orable and economical manner without
the shedding of blood. But they dis-
dained the counsels of the Lord. The
Prophet Joseph published his views in
pamphlet form on the powers and du-
ties of the national government on the
then much-mooted question of slavery,
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in which he treated upon the compact
of the United States as between the
North and South on this question of slav-
ery; and proposed an easy and honor-
able plan of settling the question with-
out violating that compact or encroach-
ing upon the rights of each other; and
that was, to negotiate with the South-
ern States for the gradual emancipation
of their slaves, the consideration to be
met by the national treasury, and fixing
a time after which all children should be
born free, thus providing for a gradual
emancipation, and that they might not
feel that they were robbed, and by their
being gradually emancipated they would
have been prepared gradually for free
government and free labor, and thus the
ill and unpleasant consequences would
have been measurably averted, at least,
of turning loose a horde of uncultivated
people who were totally unprepared for
American citizenship. Had they listened
to this proposition, less than a tenth
part of the cost of the war would have
freed all the slaves, and that too with-
out bloodshed, and the utter devastation
of the Southern States would have been
spared.

But we have seen it. And follow-
ing the war has been inaugurated an
era of degeneracy in public morals, de-
generacy in politics and religion, a de-
generacy in the minds of our statesmen
which has shown itself in a desire on
their part to tamper with the sacred
rights of man, to tamper with every part
of the government, not even excepting
the Supreme Court, which, up to the
time of the civil war, was looked upon by
the American people as almost beyond
temptation, and beyond the probability
of being corrupted or bribed. But alas!
The Supreme Court itself has been tam-



