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"And now, verily I say unto you con-
cerning the laws of the land, it is my
will that my people shall observe to do
all things whatsoever I command them.

And that law of the land which is con-
stitutional, supporting that principle of
freedom in maintaining rights and privi-
leges, belongs to all mankind, and is jus-
tifiable before me.

Therefore, I, the Lord, justify you,
and your brethren of my church, in be-
friending that law which is the constitu-
tional law of the land;

And as pertaining to law of man,
whatsoever is more or less than this,
cometh of evil.

I, the Lord God, make you free, there-
fore ye are free indeed; and the law also
maketh you free.

Nevertheless, when the wicked rule
the people mourn.

Wherefore, honest men and wise men
should be sought for diligently, and good
men and wise men ye should observe
to uphold; otherwise whatsoever is less
than these cometh of evil.

And I give unto you a commandment,
that ye shall forsake all evil and cleave
unto all good, that ye shall live by every
word which proceedeth forth out of the
mouth of God.

For he will give unto the faithful line
upon line, precept upon precept; and I
will try you and prove you herewith.

And whoso layeth down his life in my
cause, for my name's sake, shall find it
again, even life eternal.

Therefore, be not afraid of your en-
emies, for I have decreed in my heart,
saith the Lord, that I will prove you in
all things, whether you will abide in my
covenant, even unto death, that you may
be found worthy.

For if ye will not abide in my
covenant ye are not worthy of me."

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

This, as I understand it, is the law
of God to the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in all the world. And
the requirements here made of us must
be obeyed, and practically carried out in
our lives, in order that we may secure the
fulfillment of the promises which God
has made to the people of Zion. And it
is further written, that inasmuch as ye
will do the things which I command you,
thus saith the Lord then am I bound;
otherwise there is no promise. We can
therefore only expect that the promises
are made and will apply to us when we
do the things which we are commanded.

We are told here that no man need
break the laws of the land who will
keep the laws of God. But this is fur-
ther defined by the passage which I read
afterwards—the law of the land, which
all have no need to break, is that law
which is the Constitutional law of the
land, and that is as God himself has
defined it. And whatsoever is more or
less than this cometh of evil. Now it
seems to me that this makes this mat-
ter so clear that it is not possible for
any man who professes to be a member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints to make any mistake, or to be
in doubt as to the course he should pur-
sue under the command of God in rela-
tion to the observance of the laws of the
land. I maintain that the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints has ever
been faithful to the constitutional laws
of our country. I maintain also, that I
have a right to this opinion, as an Ameri-
can citizen, as one who was not only born
on American soil, but who descended
from parents who for generations were
born in America. I have a right to
interpret the law in this manner, and



