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American and human liberty. God has
given to us glorious institutions; let us
preserve them intact and not pander to
the vices, passions and fanaticism of a
depraved public opinion.

Cannot the enlightenment, civiliza-
tion and statesmanship of the nine-
teenth century in this great American
nation find a more worthy object than to
fetter human thought, to enslave its own
citizens, to forge chains for the suppres-
sion of human progress, to bind in Cim-
merian darkness the noblest aspirations
of the human soul, to tear down the pil-
lars of the temple of liberty, to inaugu-
rate a system of serfdom and oppression,
and to copy after Egypt, Russia, and the
late practices of this nation in enslav-
ing and brutalizing humanity, tearing to
pieces that great Palladium of human
rights, the Constitution of the United
States? Can they afford to do this? If
there are supposed wrongs, can they not
find a legal and constitutional way of cor-
recting these wrongs? Surely the tearing
down of the bulwarks, the very temple of
freedom, will not aid them in the solu-
tion of this, to them, vexed question, for
if they tear away the strongholds of so-
ciety, they themselves will perish in the
ruins.

But with regard to those not of us,
I will tell you what I believe about the
matter. I believe it would be much bet-
ter for them to have even polygamy in
their state of existence than this corrod-
ing, corrupting, demoralizing and damn-
ing evil that prevails in their midst.
We look upon it that polygamy is the
normal condition of man; but that has
nothing to do with Mormon plurality
of wives, or what is termed "celes-
tial marriage." I would state also, that

when we speak of its being the nor-
mal condition, it has so existed through-
out all ages. And when we talk about
polygamy, I have read the speeches of
men in Congress when speaking about
the Mormon position, telling us that the
British in India put down suttee, which
is the burning of widows on the funeral
pile of their husbands; casting children
into the Ganges, etc.—that the British
put that down by force of law. But
the British, if my memory serves me
right, have about two hundred millions
of polygamists under their jurisdiction,
and they can afford to treat them right
and to give them the protection of law;
but our free government cannot. And
when we talk about the suttee, that is
the destruction of life, while polygamy
means the propagation of human life.
One tends to destruction and death, the
other to the propagation of life. I will
guarantee today, without fear of contra-
diction, that there is more of the sut-
tee in the United States today pertaining
to infants than there ever was in India
among the same number of population.
It has become unfashionable in the east
for women to have large families. I have
heard remarks like this: one lady was
asked, How many children have you?
One or two. Is that all? What do you take
me for, do you think I am a cow? Why no,
you are not a cow, for cows do not mur-
der their offspring. What a terrible tale
is here told! What a horrible state of af-
fairs is here exhibited. And I am told
that some of these iniquities are being
introduced here. I tell you, in the name
of God, if you do we will be after you. I
am told of physicians who are acting as
they do in the east—as the butchers of
infants. Let us look after these things,
you Bishops, and if you do find it out,


