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His commandments, were baptized for
the remission of your sins and had hands
laid upon you for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, you did receive it; and you
are living witnesses before God. This
is a secret that the world does not com-
prehend. Its people have not obeyed
it and they do not know it; and the
things of God, say the scriptures, no man
knoweth but by the Spirit of God; and
this Spirit has imparted to us that in-
telligence and that knowledge. This peo-
ple have in their possession a hope that
enters within the veil, whither Christ,
our forerunner, has gone. They are liv-
ing and acting and operating for eternity.
God is their Father, and they know it.
Some people think we are a set of igno-
rant boobies, who do not know what we
are talking about, and they try to over-
run the faith of the Latter-day Saints by
sophistry, falsehood and folly. Whilst the
fact is, we are in possession of the prin-
ciples of eternal life, and are operating
for eternity; and then we are operating
to build up the Zion of God, where righ-
teousness can be taught, and where men
can be protected, and where liberty can
be proclaimed to all men of every color,
of every creed and of every nation.

Being placed in communication with
God, the sophistry, nonsense and dog-
mas of men have no influence upon us.
We are built upon the rock of revela-
tion, as Peter was, and on the same prin-
ciple. Said Jesus to him, "Whom do
men say that I the Son of man am?"
The answer was: "Some say thou art
one of the Prophets; some say thou
art the Elias who was to come," etc.
"But whom say you that I am?" Pe-
ter answered and said: "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus

replied, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
jona, for flesh and blood hath not re-
vealed this unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven. And I say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock will I build my church and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it." What
rock? The rock of revelation—upon the
intelligence communicated by the Holy
Ghost to those who obey the Gospel of
the Son of God; by this, men shall know
for themselves, and stand as the rock of
ages, invulnerable, immovable and un-
changeable. That is the position which
we the Latter-day Saints occupy.

This, then, is the religious part of the
question. What do we believe in? We be-
lieve in purity, in virtue, in honesty, in
integrity, in truthfulness and in not giv-
ing way to falsehood; we believe in treat-
ing all men justly, uprightly and honor-
ably; we believe in fearing God, observ-
ing His laws and keeping His command-
ments. Do we all do it? No, not quite.
I wish we did. But a great majority of
the Later-day Saints are doing this; and
if there are those that are not, let them
look well to their path, for God will be
after them, and their brethren will be af-
ter them, for God cannot look upon sin
with any degree of allowance. And as
we are here for the purpose of building
up Zion, He expects that we will be up-
right and honorable in all our dealings
with one another and with all men.

One part of the Gospel is that we
should be gathered together to a land
that should be called Zion. Have we been
doing this? Yes. Some people are very
much opposed to it. Have we injured
anybody by gathering in this way? Is
this indeed the land of the free, the home


