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such words as shall be interesting, edi-
fying and instructive, and I desire an in-
terest in the prayers of the faithful, that
I may be able to do so intelligently, that
we may be the better for our coming to-
gether.

I am aware of the position that we oc-
cupy today. I feel that I am surrounded
by a large number of intelligent men and
women, and while I am addressing you, I
am also addressing the world, for the re-
marks I make will be reported and pub-
lished to the world. Therefore, I am
desirous to advance such sentiments as
will be in accord with the enlightenment
of the Latter-day Saints, with the intel-
ligence of the 19th century, and with the
principles that have emanated from God.

Any intelligence which we may pos-
sess and which we may be able to im-
part, is not of ourselves, but of God. It
did not originate with us; it did not origi-
nate with Joseph Smith, with Brigham
Young, with the Twelve Apostles, nor
was it received from any institution of
learning, nor of science, either religious,
political, or social. Our philosophy is not
the philosophy of the world; but of the
earth and the heavens, of time and eter-
nity, and proceeds from God.

A message was announced to us by
Joseph Smith the Prophet, as a revela-
tion from God, wherein he stated that
holy angels had appeared to him and
revealed the everlasting Gospel as it
existed in former ages; and that God
the Father and God the Son had also
appeared to him: the Father point-
ing to the Son, said, "This is My
Beloved Son. Hear ye Him!" Mo-
roni, a prophet that had lived on this
continent, revealed unto Joseph the
plates containing the Book of Mormon,
and by the gift and power of God
he was enabled to translate them into

what is known as the Book of Mormon.
That book contains a record of the an-
cient inhabitants who dwelt upon this
continent, a part of whom came from the
tower of Babel at the time of the con-
founding of tongues, and another part
came from Jerusalem in the time of
Zedekiah, king of Judah, 600 years be-
fore the advent of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. This book contains a
record of the dealings of God with those
people; it contains a record of their wor-
ship, of their wars and commotions, of
their righteousness and iniquity, and of
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ unto
them, and of His preaching unto them
the same Gospel that was taught on the
continent of Asia, attended by the same
ordinances, the same organization and
the same principles.

I shall not attempt to bring any
proof with regard to these matters to-
day; I am simply making statements,
the truth of which you Latter-day Saints
know, as it would be impossible to en-
ter into all the details in a short dis-
course. Suffice it to say, that the Fa-
ther having presented His Son to Joseph
Smith, and commanded him to hear
Him, Joseph was obedient to the heav-
enly call, and listened to the various
communications made by men holding
the Holy Priesthood in the various ages
under the direction of the Only Begot-
ten. He and Oliver Cowdery were com-
manded to baptize each other, which
they did. John the Baptist came and
conferred upon them the Aaronic Priest-
hood. Then Peter, James and John, upon
whom was conferred, in the Savior's day,
the keys of the Melchizedek Priesthood
came, and conferred that Priesthood
upon them. Then Adam, Noah, Abra-
ham, Moses, Elijah, Elias, and many


