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neither was Brigham Young, neither are
any of the Twelve, nor is anybody that
now exists or has existed; all of these
things come from the Lord. And hav-
ing proceeded from him he has dictated
the whole matter from first to last. We
did not receive our ideas from any the-
ologian, from any scientist, from any
man of renown, or of position in the
world, or from any body or conclave of
religionists, but from the Almighty, and
to him we are indebted for all life, all
truth, and all intelligence pertaining to
the past, pertaining to the present, or
pertaining to the future. Therefore we
feel our dependence upon him. Nei-
ther are we indebted to any man for
any doctrine that we have received, nor
for the organization of our Church, nor
for the Holy Priesthood, whether it be
the Melchizedek or the Aaronic; all of
these proceed from the Almighty, and
if he had not given them we should
have been as ignorant of them as oth-
ers are, for they do not generally com-
prehend the law, the word, the will,
or the design of the Almighty; for no
man knows the things of God but by
the Spirit of God; and if the Father did
not reveal them we should be very igno-
rant indeed, as are the rest of mankind
pertaining to these matters. But the
time having come to introduce what is
termed, the "dispensation of the fulness
of times," when God would gather to-
gether all things in one, whether they be
things in heaven or things on the earth,
it became necessary, because of the igno-
rance of men, because they did not com-
prehend God, nor his laws, nor the prin-
ciples of eternal truth, that men should
be taught of the Almighty, that God
should be their instructor, and hence
he introduced through the medium

of the Holy Priesthood that had existed
heretofore upon the earth, those princi-
ples which are calculated to bless and
exalt the human family, prepare them
to carry out the word and will of God,
and to accomplish these purposes which
he had designed from before the founda-
tion of the world. Hence he organized
the First Presidency and the Twelve, he
organized the Seventies, he organized
Elders, Priests, Teachers, and Deacons,
he organized Bishops and High Councils
and all the various adjuncts associated
with the organization of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. And
why, it may be asked, should these insti-
tutions be introduced in our midst? For
certain obvious reasons when we reflect
upon this all-important matter. Hav-
ing revealed his will to man, to Joseph
Smith, as he had done to other men in
former ages, it was necessary that that
will should be made known to all na-
tions, kindreds, tongues and people, that
men might be informed of the things that
he revealed for the salvation and exal-
tation of humanity. Hence the Twelve
were set apart. For what purpose? That
they might introduce the Gospel to the
nations of the earth, and preach the
principles of life as they emanate from
God. Then the Seventies also were or-
dained until we now have upwards of
seventy times seventy. What is their
business? Under the direction of the
Twelve, to preach the Gospel to the na-
tions of the earth. Are they doing it?
Yes. Have they been doing it? Yes. And
the Twelve? Yes, for these many, very
many years, and are still doing it. We
still feel the same responsibility devolv-
ing upon us to spread forth that light,
that truth, and that intelligence which
has emanated from God our heavenly


