
16 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

ment about matters of this kind.

Now we have really the foundation
for a prosperous State. We started with
nothing a little while ago. I think we
have made pretty well at it. You have
had hard times; still you are living and
thriving: there are none of you naked
or without shoes, hats or bonnets. You
seem to be provided with a great many
of the good things of this life. You seem
to be doing tolerably well. I know very
well that you have a hard struggle to
make two ends meet; I understand it.
But there is one advantage you have—
no one will want to steal away your place
from you; will they? (Laughter.) I do
not think they would want to carry it
off. I do not think they would want to
drive you away because of your extrane-
ous wealth; consequently, you are free
from this trouble. That is not the fix of
the nations of the earth. Go to some of
the nations today and look at their con-
dition. Take England for instance; they
are prospering very well, but look at the
trouble they have had in Ireland. They
have tried to benefit that people in one
way or another, but they seem to spurn
those benefits, and are inclined to stir up
commotion which is not unlikely to end
in bloodshed. We are not troubled in that
way. In Russia, look at the horrible con-
dition they are in. They have secret so-
cieties, as spoken of in the Book of Mor-
mon. They are engaged in all kinds of
plots, plans and calculations. They have
tried to kill their present Czar, after hav-
ing assassinated his father. There seems
to be a feeling of uneasiness and trou-
ble among the nations. Then again, in
Turkey, they have had a great deal of
trouble there. It has leaked out lately
that the Sultan, who was said to have

died a natural death, was strangled, and
they have lately been prosecuting his as-
sassins. There are terrible forebodings
among the nations of the earth because
of troubles that seem to be threaten-
ing them. Here we have had our own
President killed, and a little while ago
President Lincoln was assassinated, and
there seems to be a spirit of that kind
rampant, and it will grow worse and
worse. Not long ago in Pittsburgh there
was a shocking state of things, where
they burnt up and destroyed property
to the amount of three millions of dol-
lars or more. We have apparently pros-
perous times. There is now a lull in
the storm, but it is only a lull to burst
out more violently by and by. You will
see it. There are elements at work to
uproot the government and destroy the
foundation of society, and to take away
the rights of men and pull down the bul-
warks of this government, and scatter to
the four winds the principles by which
it has been governed, and to let loose
the wildest passions of men. These are
some of the things that are taking place.
These are the elements that are at work
today. They are running around, and
through, and among the people almost
everywhere. And it will not be long be-
fore there is trouble again in the United
States. These inflated times will by and
by bring about a great reaction, and then
there will be trouble and difficulty; and
so these things will continue to increase.

Now, we are here in the tops of the
mountains, far away from these things.
We are here learning the laws of life
and the principles of truth, and we are
here as saviors upon Mount Zion, oper-
ating in the interests of humanity, send-
ing forth missionaries to the nations
of the earth, gathering people together;


