THE GOSPEL GLAD TIDINGS, ETC.

perishable things of the earth, know-
ing that there was a life beyond. They
were willing to endure all things; to have
their names cast out as evil; to be perse-
cuted; to be stripped of everything that
they had. Paul says: "They were stoned,
they were sawn asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword: they wan-
dered about in sheepskins and goatskins,
etc." They suffered all manner of afflic-
tions because of their love for the Gospel.
But they lived in peace with themselves
and with their God. There was a joy
and happiness that came from God, that
sustained them in the midst of their
sufferings, trials and difficulties. They
knew that if they continued faithful they
would receive a reward at the right hand
of God, and the very thought of that eter-
nity to which they were hastening was
sufficient to stimulate them to look be-
yond the trials and persecutions of this
life, and they walked to the stake joyfully
having that knowledge.

Now the very fact that truth has
not been popular, shows very plainly
that mankind do not expect to receive it
from the source through which it comes,
or through the mediums that presented
themselves to them. They looked for it
in some other form. But God chooses his
own methods, he selects his own instru-
ments, he disseminates his truth in his
own way; he has always done so and he
will do so until the end.

There is scarcely a day, I may
say scarcely an hour, that I do not
reflect upon our condition as Latter-
day Saints in contrast with the cir-
cumstances which have surrounded our
predecessors. When I think of the
persecution they endured; when 1
think that God revealed unto his
Apostles that there would be a fall-
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ing away, that the Church would be over-
come and the truth destroyed—that is,
in its original purity—I cannot help con-
trasting our position today as compared
with the position of the early Chris-
tians. Of course a great deal of truth
has been saved. Some believe in one
part of the Gospel and some in another.
Every church possesses some fragment
of the Gospel; but the truth in its en-
tirety, the authority to administer in the
ordinances, had been taken away. Of
course this being the case there could
be no organized church upon the earth.
But in the early days of the Church, as
I have quoted to you, they suffered all
manner of affliction. We, in our day,
have different circumstances surround-
ing us. God in his mercy has made
certain promises. He promised unto
Paul, he promised through the Savior
himself that this Gospel of the kingdom
should be preached unto all nations be-
fore the end should come. Daniel spoke
of the kingdom that should be set up in
the last days and should not be given
into the hands of another people, but
it should stand forever. This is dif-
ferent from other dispensations which
have preceded it. The Apostles fore-
saw that there would be a falling away;
they saw that persecution would de-
stroy the Church. But they looked be-
yond this, and, as has been quoted in
our hearing, John the Revelator fore-
told the time when the everlasting gospel
would be restored again to the earth
never to be taken away again. It might
be persecuted, its followers might be
hated, they might be driven, as they
have been. Indeed there is no persecu-
tion the early Christians received; there
is no trial or affliction that they had
to pass through considering the time
the Church had been organized that the



