
362 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

the Church by such manifestations, it
has required a constant succession of
them to keep them in the Church; their
faith has had to be constantly strength-
ened by witnessing some such manifes-
tations; but where they have been con-
vinced by the outpouring of the spirit of
God, where their judgment has been con-
vinced, where they have examined for
themselves and become satisfied by the
testimony of Jesus in answer to their
prayers and to their faithful seeking
unto the Lord for knowledge—where this
has been the case they have been more
likely to stand, more likely to endure per-
secution and trial than those who have
been convinced through some supernat-
ural manifestation of the character to
which I have alluded.

Now, this Apostle, whose writings
I have read, has borne testimony that
a cry should go forth after the decla-
ration of the everlasting gospel to all
the inhabitants of the earth to come
out of Babylon. It is a very remark-
able fact connected with the preaching
of this Gospel, that wherever it has been
preached, in every land to which the El-
ders of the Church have gone, though
nothing was said unto the people for
years after the Church was organized,
concerning the doctrine which had been
revealed to the Church, that is, the doc-
trine of gathering—though nothing had
been said concerning that doctrine, the
spirit of gathering together took pos-
session of the converts of this Church.
There are thousands of people through-
out this Territory, who, before they re-
ceived this Gospel, never expected to
leave the land of their birth. Some born
in the Eastern States, some in the Mid-
dle States, some in the Southern States,
some in the Western States, some in
Canada and in Europe, and in various

parts of the earth—they had not the re-
motest idea in their minds before they
heard the preaching of the "Mormon" El-
ders that they would ever leave their
homes; they never thought of it, it never
entered into their minds. And yet it
is a very remarkable thing that when
they heard the Gospel and became con-
vinced by its truth, directly afterwards,
or simultaneously with the hearing of
it they were seized with an intense de-
sire to leave the land of their nativ-
ity, break up their old associations, and
gather with the people of God. I look
upon this as one of the most remark-
able phenomena that has ever been wit-
nessed. There is nothing we read of in
either sacred or profane history that ap-
proaches this work in being remarkable.
It is true that Moses led the children
of Israel out of the land of Egypt. But
they were one people, they were only so-
journing in the land of Egypt. The tradi-
tions which had come down to them from
their fathers were that they should leave
that land and go back to the land which
God had promised to their great ances-
tor Abraham. When Moses came to them
he came to fulfil preconceived ideas; he
came to carry out traditions that had
come down to them and which were sa-
cred in their memories; they were look-
ing for some such event as the leading
of them forth from bondage in Egypt to
the land of Canaan. On this account,
therefore, it is not a parallel case. But
we see in these mountains from north
to south, extending some 600 or perhaps
800 miles north and south, a string of
settlements built up by people of various
nations who have not come to this land
because of the desirableness of the land;
who have not come to Utah because it is
rich in minerals, who have not come to


