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our heavenly Father, feeling always that
whatever he does is perfect and right.

Every day such occurrences happen;
the human family live, as did our fathers
before us, for a short time, and then we,
like them, pass away; and then again
others are constantly coming to take the
places of those who depart. And so it will
continue until other dispensations shall
be introduced, which will place things in
another position.

There are one or two things which I
wish to mention; they may seem small
matters to some. I see in a telegram
from Brother Cannon that he mentions
certain things in regard to this funeral
of his wife, one of which is, that he
did not wish any show of mourning in
connection with it. We know his feel-
ings in this respect; they are the same
as ours. It is customary for people to
put on black apparel and to assume a
melancholy appearance. That may be
all very well, by way of paying respect
to our dead friends; but the question
is, whether this is the most appropri-
ate way. Brother Cannon desired—I
have talked with him also on the same
subject—that the coffin in which the re-
mains of his deceased wife should be
laid, should be made of common moun-
tain wood, and that everything about it
be neat and plain, and that his family
should not put on mourning apparel. His
brother Angus has been desirous to carry
out his instructions touching this matter,
doing away entirely with those ostenta-
tious appearances and all unnecessary
parade of mourning so common nowa-
days on such occasions.

It is proper to sorrow; it is proper
to show respect for the departed. It
is proper that our sympathies should
be drawn out; it is proper that we

should assemble together to attend to
appropriate funeral services, as we are
now doing, that we may reflect upon our
lives and upon the uncertainty thereof,
and upon death and the results that
may follow after; and that we consider
the Gospel of the Son of God, and re-
flect upon our position, etc. But I have
thought and indeed President Young
thought, and so did Brother George A.
Smith and others with whom I have con-
versed upon this subject, that we pay too
much attention to these outward forms.
We, above all other people upon the face
of the earth, ought to be free from out-
ward show, and from the appearance
of sorrow, and mourning, having had
planted within us the germs of immor-
tality and eternal life; inasmuch as when
we get through with the affairs of this
world, we not only expect, but we know
that we will inherit eternal lives in the
celestial kingdom of God. And knowing
this, it would not be for us to mourn as
people without any hope.

When I see excessive sorrow on oc-
casions of this kind among people pro-
fessing to be Saints, I think they do not
comprehend the position. It is proper to
mourn; it is proper to sympathize, but
I do not sympathize with Sister Can-
non; I sympathize with her children;
especially these little ones whom she
has left; I sympathize with her friends
who mourn her loss; I sympathize with
Brother Cannon who is absent at Wash-
ington, under the peculiar circumstances
in which he is placed; but while we
do this it is not proper for people who,
perhaps are struggling hard to obtain
a subsistence to make a parade, to lay
out a large amount of means to carry
out the fashion that exists in the world.
We want to feel that we are the sons


