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feelings and associations connected with
humanity that it is difficult at times to
dispense with. I have been acquainted
with Sister Cannon from her youth,
since she was quite a little girl, and have
watched her through all her life, compar-
atively. I have seen her in life, and—I
was going to say, in death; nearly so, for
I was with her on several successive days
before she died.

As has been said, we desired that her
life might be prolonged, at least until her
husband should return; but it seems that
God has ordered it otherwise, for some
wise purpose which to us is not always
manifest.

This reminds me of a circumstance
which occurred in my life, being situated
at the time pretty much as Brother Can-
non is now.

When I was in Paris, France, about
thirty years ago, I had a dream that
troubled me very much, in which I saw
my first wife—as the deceased here is
his first wife—lying sick at the point
of death. And it so affected me that I
awoke, being troubled in my feelings. I
fell asleep again, and again the same
scene presented itself to me when I again
awoke and experienced the same feel-
ings of sorrow, and after some time slept
again, and it was repeated a third time.
I knew then that my wife was very sick,
lying at the point of death.

I got up and fervently prayed the
Lord to spare her life until, at least,
I should have another opportunity of
meeting her in the flesh. He heard
my prayer. I took a note of the cir-
cumstance at the time, and learned af-
terwards that such had been the case
exactly as it had been shown to me.
On the following morning I remember
meeting a gentleman who was a Protes-
tant minister, and he observed that my
countenance looked sorrowful, and he

enquired the cause. I told him that my
wife was lying at the point of death, and
he asked me if I had received a letter?
I told him no; but related to him how
it had been shown to me. But, I said,
I got up and prayed the Lord to spare
her life, and I feel consoled in know-
ing that she will be healed. When Sis-
ter Cannon was sick we prayed for her,
exercising all the faith we possessed on
her behalf; but God has seen fit to take
her to Himself. Bro. Cannon, of course,
would feel as I did, desirous to have an-
other opportunity of seeing his wife in
the flesh, and, if possible, to be at her
side when she should pass hence, and
had he been engaged in private instead
of public business, he would most as-
suredly have been. But it was not to be.
She has gone during his absence from
home, and it is all right. So it would
have been if my wife had gone under the
same circumstances, I would have had
the same feelings.

We are here for a short time only. Our
spirits dwelt with our Father before we
came to the earth. In coming here we
took upon ourselves bodies according to
the decree of the Almighty, and if our
bodies are required, it would not be for
me or for you to say when or how these
things shall be. It is the Lord who di-
rects in all these matters, both in regard
to us individually and also in regard to
the whole human family.

The present is only one stage of our
existence. We existed before we came
here; we exist here for a time, and
when we depart from this mortal life we
shall have a spiritual existence, an exis-
tence without the body, and then again
with the body. And it is for those who
manage and manipulate these matters
to do as seemeth good in their sight,
and it is for us to yield a willing and
an obedient submission to the will of


