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to death many, as also did other men in
their day and time. Hence you see it has
cost the Jews something for the putting
to death of the Lord's anointed.

Now, I want to say something with
regard to the dispensation in which we
live. The God of heaven has set his
hand to fulfil the volume of revelation
which the Bible contains, to build up
that kingdom that Daniel the Prophet
saw in the interpretation of the dream
of Nebuchadnezzar. The God of heaven
has sent forth that angel which John
the Revelator saw, "fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach to them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, Saying with a loud
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him;
for the hour of his judgment is come."
That angel has delivered the Gospel to
Joseph Smith, and I know it. I bear my
record and testimony to this truth. It is
the truth of the living God. He has set
his hand, as I have said, to build up this
kingdom. Isaiah has written its history.
Look at these valleys of the mountains.
I came here on the 24th of July, 1847.
What did I find? A barren desert, as bar-
ren as the desert of Sahara. There was
no mark of the white man. It did not
look as if any white man could live here
at all. How is it today? Travel through
the length and breadth of this Territory
and behold the cities, towns, villages,
gardens, orchards, fields, and crops that
cover this once barren desert. What does
it mean? It means that God Almighty
is carrying out his purposes, it means
that he has brought to his remembrance
what his Prophets and Apostles have
spoken; and all things shall be fulfilled
to the very letter, even to the winding-

up scene. From whence has come this
congregation; from whence have come
the Saints gathered together through-
out these mountains of Israel? They
have been gathered from every nation
as far as the Gospel has been preached.
We have been gathered together by the
power of the Gospel. Yet, as I have re-
marked many times in my public dis-
courses, if we had preached until we
were as old as Methuselah, we could
never have got men and women to leave
their homes if they had not been moved
upon by the Holy Ghost. The Elders of
Israel preached the Gospel unto them
and promised them in the name of Je-
sus Christ, that if they would receive
this Gospel they would receive the Holy
Ghost. Is there a man on the face of
God's footstool today that would dare
make such a promise as that unless he
were backed up by the power of God? No,
not one. If the Elders of Israel had been
impostors, deceivers, they would have
been very soon found out; but the God
of Israel has backed up their testimony,
and it is on this principle that these val-
leys are filling with the people of God to-
day.

Now, I want to say that the same
principles which existed in the days
of Jesus and his Apostles exist today.
There is a spirit of oppression, opposi-
tion, and persecution against the Latter-
day Saints, because they differ from the
world in their principles of religion. Je-
sus, however, said in his day: "If the
world hate you, ye know that it hated
me before it hated you. If ye were of
the world, the world would love its own:
but because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world, there-
fore the world hateth you." What is the
cause of this hatred? It is because we de-
clare the Gospel of Christ; it is because


