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men this right and privilege. He gives
them their agency and holds them re-
sponsible for their actions, and while the
Lord does this, why should the children
of men interfere? Why those scenes of
blood that have taken place on the earth
through religious principles? They are
unrighteous. As Latter-day Saints we
claim the same right that we would give
to the inhabitants of all the world. We
say to all men, "Enjoy your religion, wor-
ship God according to the dictates of
your own conscience." We ask the same
right as the children of God. We claim
this by the Constitution and laws of our
country, and upon this principle we have
embraced the fulness of the everlasting
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Lord has sent forth angels out
of heaven. He has delivered the fulness
of the Gospel to Joseph Smith. He was
raised up as a Prophet of God, by the
power of God, to lay the foundation of
this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints on the earth, and to lay the
foundation of that kingdom which the
Prophet Daniel and the other Prophets
spoke of, and to build up that Zion
which Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel said
should be built up in the latter days.
We believe this with every sentiment of
our hearts. Now, in reading the publi-
cations of the day, I find there are many
men in our country that seem to be filled
with great anger against the Latter-day
Saints, and they belch forth their wrath
and indignation and animus against us,
because we differ from them in some
principles pertaining to the Gospel of
Christ. Now, here is one principle that
I wish to impress upon the minds of
every Saint of God who dwells upon
the earth—and I want our reporters
to write it down—I want to impress

it upon the rulers of our nation and upon
all the inhabitants of this nation and ev-
ery other nation, namely, that the love
of God, faith, hope and charity, and the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, with all the or-
dinances thereof, with the Holy Priest-
hood, which has power both in heaven
and on the earth, and the principles
which have been revealed for the sal-
vation and exaltation of the children of
men—that these are principles you can-
not annihilate. They are principles that
no combination of men can destroy. They
are principles that can never die. Prisons
cannot confine them; fire cannot burn
them; the sea cannot drown them; no
storm can wreck them; no gulf can swal-
low them up; no grave can entomb them,
because they are eternal and will endure
forever. They are beyond the reach of
man to handle or to destroy. You may
put men in prison and abuse them; you
may burn men at the stake; you may
drive men from their homes who advo-
cate these principles; but it is not in
the power of the whole world put to-
gether to destroy those principles, they
are as firm and independent, as far as
the agency of man is concerned, as the
pillars of heaven or the throne of God.
I want the inhabitants of the earth to
hear these things and remember them.
The inhabitants of the earth have tried
for generations to destroy these princi-
ples. Yet it matters not what may take
place on the earth. Republics may be de-
stroyed, kingdoms overthrown, empires
broken up, thrones cast down, the sun
may be turned to darkness, the moon to
blood, the stars may fall from heaven,
and heaven and earth itself may pass
away, but not one jot or tittle of these
principles will ever be destroyed. I
would to God the world could understand


