
THE POSITION OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS, ETC. 335

of their wickedness. He felt it a hard
task, but ultimately he did as he was
commanded. So I say with regard to
Joseph Smith. He received his appoint-
ment from before the foundation of the
world, and he came forth in the due time
of the Lord to establish this work on
the earth. And so it is the case with
tens of thousands of the Elders of Is-
rael. The Lord Almighty has conferred
upon you the Holy Priesthood and made
you the instrument in His hands to build
up this kingdom. Do we contemplate
these things as fully as we ought? Do
we realize that the eyes of all the heav-
enly hosts are over us? Then let us do
our duty. Let us keep the command-
ments of God, let us be faithful to the
end, so that when we go into the spirit
world and look back upon our history
we may be satisfied. The Lord Almighty
has set His hand to establish His king-
dom never more to be thrown down

or given to another people, and, there-
fore, all the powers of earth and hell
combined will never be able to stay the
progress of this work. The Lord has
said he will break in pieces every weapon
that is raised against Zion, and the na-
tions of the earth, the Kings and Emper-
ors, Presidents and Governors have got
to learn this fact. It is a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the Lord. It is
a fearful thing to shed the blood of the
Lord's anointed. It has cost the Jews
1,800 years of persecution, and this gen-
eration have also a bill to pay in this re-
spect.

I bear my testimony to these things.
The Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants contain the
words of eternal life unto this gener-
ation, and they will rise in judgment
against those who reject them.

May God bless this people and help
us to magnify our callings, for Jesus'
sake. Amen.
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Brother Lyman on rising wished
you a happy New Year; I will con-
tinue the compliment by adding a
hundred thousand happy New Years

and as many more as you wish.
A remark of this kind would

sound rather peculiar in the ears of
many individuals who do not look


