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"I shall" and "I shan't." Now, when I see
this rudeness amongst us, I sometimes
wish that the spirit of the New England
fathers was more among the people. But
I do hope, brethren, sisters and friends,
when a man stops talking and the choir
rises to sing, that you will keep your
seats. You can afford to do this as well as
the President of the Church, the Twelve
Apostles, or others who are sitting on
this stand. You don't see us jump up and
run for the door the moment a speaker
is done. The Lord is displeased with any
such thing. I hope you will pardon me for
so speaking. I felt to say that much.

We have a great variety of teaching
and preaching, and I have sometimes
thought that we have more preaching
and teaching than any other people on
the earth. I expect it is all right. I think
we need it. The world need teaching,
we ourselves need teaching; but I have
thought that the Latter-day Saints have
had more of the Gospel of Christ pro-
claimed to them than any other genera-
tion that ever lived.

My mind reverts to the channels of
communication from God to man. Here
we have the Bible which gives a his-
tory and prophecy of the prophets from
Adam down to our own day extending
through a period of near 6,000 years.
The Lord, through all the destruction
that has taken place in the various li-
braries of the world—like the great li-
brary of Alexandria, for example—has
preserved the record of the Jews, at least
we have a portion of it to read. Then,
again, we have the Book of Mormon, the
stick of Joseph in the hands of Ephraim,
giving a history of the ancient inhabi-
tants of this country from the time of
their leaving the Tower of Babel to their
disappearance from the land, and of the

visitation of Christ to them. We have
these books from which to obtain knowl-
edge. Then we have the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, our Testament,
which contains the most glorious, god-
like, solemn and eternal truths ever
recorded within the lids of a book on the
earth. All these records are the words of
God to man; and though the heavens and
earth pass away not one jot or tittle will
ever fall unfulfilled.

Then the Lord has other ways of com-
municating His mind and will. We have
the living oracles with us, and have
had from the day that Joseph Smith re-
ceived the ministrations of Moroni, the
Nephite, John the Baptist, Peter, James
and John, Moses, Elias, Elijah, Jesus
Christ—from that day we have had the
living oracles to teach us the word of the
Lord.

President Joseph F. Smith yesterday
spoke of the gifts and graces. Now,
the Lord has many ways in which He
communicates with us. Frequently, as
has been the case in every age, truths,
principles, warnings, etc., are communi-
cated to the children of men by means
of dreams and visions. There is a great
vision recorded in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants. When Sidney Rigdon
and Joseph Smith saw the visions of
heaven they were commanded to write
while in the vision. The Lord was in
that. It is a communication to man.
But we have had a great many dreams—
I have had in my life, and I suppose
you have more or less—which amount
to nothing. I will tell you just about
what I refer to. A man eats a hot sup-
per when he goes to bed; he gets the
nightmare; he is chased by a bear; or he
falls over a precipice, and as soon as he
strikes the ground he wakes up. Now,
the Lord had nothing to do with that.


