THE SAINTS A PECULIAR PEOPLE, ETC.

ings. I can speak about this not boast-
ingly, but with freedom, for I do my part
in this matter. There is too much delin-
quency on our part as a people in this
respect. Let me entreat you to be more
punctual in these matters. The more you
do for the Church of God, the more you
want to do; the more you are interested
in its welfare, the more you will become
attached to it. Look at the Twelve Apos-
tles, have they not set you an example—I
will not speak of the First Presidency—
in regard to these things? Have any
of them sought to build themselves up
and become wealthy? Here is Brother
Woodruff, President of the Twelve Apos-
tles. Is there any man in Israel who has
worked harder to support himself and
family than he? He is known for his
persistent industry. He has set the peo-
ple a great example in that respect. He
has not been a burden to anyone. He
has labored from morning till night for
this people and for their salvation. He
has not fattened upon your earnings, he
has sustained himself by the blessing of
God. And so have the rest of the Twelve.
They have labored continually for this
people. They have traveled thousands
of miles, gone to the ends of the earth,
to build up Zion, and not counted any-
thing too great a labor. That is the ex-
ample the Twelve have set this people.
And they have paid their tithing punc-
tually. They have done as much in this
way according to their means as any of
you, and in addition to this they have
spent almost their entire time in the in-
terest of the Church. What I say on
this point applies fully also to President
Taylor, when he was one of the Twelve.
Now, with such examples as these,
how will you appear in the day of the
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Lord Jesus, when you present yourselves
before Him, when you appear in those
Temples to receive your blessings, if you
have thought more about your money
and about worldly things than you have
about anything else? Let me say you will
be very sorry for this if you do not repent
and do better. There are many leading
men among us who do not do their duty
in this respect. They are derelict, and
neglect of this duty is extending among
the people. We must do more in this
direction if we would have the blessing
of God than we are doing. We must be
more diligent; we must think more about
God and His kingdom and His salva-
tion than we do about the things of this
world. It is true, as we have been told
during this Conference, we shall have
houses, farms, etc., etc.; these are all
necessary; but above all else we should
think about the kingdom of God and its
advancement. We have no friends but
God and ourselves. At the same time let
us extend the hand of relief where we can
to others; but it is our duty to build up
Zion. From my childhood I have vowed
in my heart—and I have endeavored
to keep the vow—that not one cent of
mine would ever go to build up anything
that was opposed to Zion. At the same
time I have spent years, as others have
done, traveling without purse or scrip
and preaching the Gospel to those who
were in darkness; but so far as work-
ing to sustain that which is opposed to
Zion I have determined, and I did so de-
termine in my childhood, not to do that,
God being my helper, and he has helped
me up to the present time. The ad-
vancement of the kingdom of God should
be uppermost in our hearts, and we
should not be afraid to spend means to



